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This is one of a 3-book series covering various aspects of marriage according 
to the authenticSunnah. Marriage plays a most central role in the human life, 
and has been largely discussed by the scholars of Islaam through the ages, 
resulting in numerous writings and treatises. Some of those writings, mostly by 
contemporary scholars, have been translated to English. However, we find them 
restricted in scope, addressing Muslims who live in predominantly Islaamk 
countries, or overlooking important real issues that have developed under the 
modern civilization. This leaves quite a large gap that needs to be filled for the benefit 
of the Muslims in English-speaking countries, and this is what we attempt to fulfill 
over the span of three books: 



The Quest for Love fi? Me?«y 



Covers the importance and advantages of marriage, selecting a spouse, the courting 
process, the marriage contract, celebrating the wedding, the woleemah, forbidden 
marriages, etc. Provides a practical procedure for performing a mai riage contract, and 
includes a sample marriage certificate. 
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Covers the proper etiquettes of marital intimacy, forbidden acts of intimacy, zinaa, 
birth control, etc. Answers many frequently asked questions about various acts of 
intimacy. 
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Covers the obligations of the two spouses, the wife's rights, and the husband's 
rights. Contains biographies of the Mothers of the Believers, paints very realistic 
pictures from the life of the Prophet (&) with his wives, and presents a complete 
discussion of the hadeeth of Umm Zar' . 
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Al-hamdu lillah. Indeed, all praise is due to Allah. We praise Him 
seek His help and forgiveness. We seek refuge with Allah from 
souls' evils and our wrong doings. He whom Allah guides, no one 
misguide; and he whom He misguides, no one can guide. 
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I bear witness that there is no (true) god cxcepi 
without any partners. And I bear witness that Muham 
'abd (servant) and messenger. ' 
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The above two paragraphs, together with the following three portions of 
Quran, are called Khutbat ul-Hdjah (the Sermon of Need). Allah's 
Messenger (a?J») often started his speeches with this sermon, and he was keen 
to teach it to his companions. The hadiths in this regard arc recorded by 
Muslim, Abu Dawiid, an-NasaY, and others, and are narrated by Ibn MasTid. 
Ibn Abbas, and others (As). A full discussion of the various reports of this 
sermon is provided by al-AlbanY in his booklet, "Khutbat ul-Iiajali\ published 
by al-Maktab ul-IslamT, Beirut. 



XI 
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jl^fcfr jl {ijjj^L^jt ^H\j "ill -y_ 



fe^M 4 9 



«0 you who believe: Revere Allah the rignt 
reverence, and do not die except as Muslims.* ' 

(J iJI <UJI IjJj'j .tu-Jj 'jf*^ ^^*J L*4'-* t-^fj < Hhfjj "-£*-* 

^ tL«jJI I(jL«Jj ,»5s»JLc jLj 4JJ1 jl y^j^'j "^ jjJ'^* - ^ 

«0 people! Revere your Lord who has created you 
from a single soul, created from it its mate, and 
dispersed from, both of them many men and women. 
Revere Allah through whom you demand things 
from one another, and (cherish the ties of) the 
wombs. Indeed, Allah is ever-watchful over vou.» ~ 



JJL3 <ij y*# ; 5 



J X>M A *J I sJ «J <i-« U I I tJLj I I f»L,4 If .V J'J »* 



J*,W^ 1 ^ . j^ 



■ij WJ f 



?tiaj -'j^ 3 5 < #.-0*w &j ,5 ^5%J *A=^*j e ^wv^&i^ .^SXJ 



V"\— V • wjlja-*il «C>LwJa,fc hji Jli 

«() you who believe! Revere Allah and say just 
words, He will then rectify your deeds and forgive 
your sins. He who obeys Allah and His Messenger 

has certainly achieved a great victory, » -" 

1 4«U I i_J \JLj w'*j Jjfj I j^> g) Ij 1 Ju& La I 
<. L|j U Aim 1 j<a 2 I ,■»,-.' j < ( £# ) J^k,grui ^ „Lfc U J X^J ' j**>j 
. < LlJ I , iJ >Li? , LS 5 t jJ*)U? i_C „U LS » . it Ju <*j' „Oh,<) IS 



Verily, the best speech is Allah's (tMO speech; the best guidance is 
Muhammad's (.#) guidance; and the worst matters (in creed or 
worship) are those innovated (by the people), for every innovated 
matter is a bid ah (prohibited innovation), and every bid ah is an act 
of misguidance that (whoever initiated it) will reside in the Fire. ' 



Defining Our Mission 

Our goal in our works is propagating the tor ^Vvra/i that derives 
from Allah's (tig) Book and His Messenger's (-,-) Sunnah. This is a 
dutv that every Muslim should cherish. Allah ( ) uivs: 



J J»|.tj j wJ « jjtaj Li Jj *jA W r ^JnJ I . ,j I Jj j»£ „U «i»9 I ,-»>-w3 "j, 



C-I.I 
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wid I 



«Let there arise from you a group of people Inviting 
to the good, enjoining the right and forbidding the 
wrong, Those will be the successful,* 2 

This Da wah has two fundamental aspects: 

(a) Tasfixah: Cleansing and purifying the Islamic beliefs and 

practices. 

(b) Tarbixah: Guiding and educating the people according to the 

purified teachings. 

Allah (Tg) indicates that tins was the Prophet's (its*) message: 



j^j A^ 1 l3 i-^w^ 1 



^W=k-J ' & /^A^ishS" i &=WW 4 ^|^ ^! ^^' ' tei%-^ ff, t V 



'1/ '! w run 3: ; 02 

2 An-Niso 4: i . 

3 Al-Ahzxib .33:70-71 



Muslim and others have recorded from Jabir Bin 'Abdillati (Afe) tuat Allah's 
Messenger {Aftj used to start his speeches with this paragraph. 
4/ ' imraii 3: 104. 
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^ JTj ^ !y 1ST jlj £*£~Jlj v^f-A ^*J ^£ 

«It is He who has sent among the unlettered ^a 

Messenger from themselves reciting to them His ay at, 
purifying them, and teaching them the Book and 
Wisdom — although they were before In clear 
deviation.* ' 

This is also an obligation on every Muslim according to his ability, 
as Allah (Bi) commands: 

«HeIp one another in righteousness and piety; and 
do not help one another in sinning and 
transgression.* 2 

Our mission is then to propagate the Islamic teachings in various 
areas as follows: 

1 , Correcting Our Beliefs and Practices 

We should revere, study, comprehend, and implement the noble 
Quran and the Prophet's authentic Sunnah in accordance with the 
understanding and practice of the righteous salaf: the sahabah and 
their true followers, who are described in the following: 






T, .CiL 



\. . 



u^JI <olJi*ii ijii aJi . IJbl ^* C^# J^ 1 



«The first to embrace Mam among the Muhajirun 

and the Amur, and also those who followed them In 
the best way — Allah Is pleased with them and they 
with Him. He has prepared for them gardens 
beneath which rivers flow: They will abide therein 
forever. This is the supreme §ucce§§.» ' 

Thus, the guidance of the salaf is the only true guidance. 
Furthermore, the beliefs of the sahabah are the only acceptable beliefs: 

*\ f V XyUI (IjXLkl JJL$ 4j liLol* Xj> JLw \Jla\ j Li) 

«So if they believe as you believe 2 , they are indeed 
truly guided. » 3 

Allah warns against following any guidance other than the 
Messenger's (.#) and his companions (M): 

« Whoever opposes the Messenger, after guidance has 
become clear to him, and follows other than the way 
of the believers 4 , We will give him what he has 
chosen and let him into Hell: What an evil 
destination !» 5 



1 Al-Iurnu'ah 62:2. 

2 kl-Maidah 5:2. 



\ At-Tawbah 9:)00. 

2 The address here >s to the sahabah !>fe). 

3 Al-Bac/arah 2:137. 

4 The description "believers" here applies first and foremost to the sahabah C.^). 

5 An -Nisa 4:115. 
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2. INVITING TO THE TRUE DIN 

We should contribute to educating and guiding the Muslims to adopt 
the true Dm, act according to its teachings, and adorn themselves with 
its virtues and ethics. 

We should also contribute to inviting the non-Muslims to the 

unadulterated truth of Islam. 

This is the only way for any person to attain Allah's acceptance and 
achieve happiness and glory. Allah (if) says: 

«By time, the human being is surely in loss, except 
for those who believe, do righteous deeds, enjoin 
upon one another the keeping to truth, and enjoin 
upon one another patience (in adversity). » 

3. Warning Against Deviant Beliefs and Practices 

We should caution the Muslims and exhort them against any beliefs or 
practices alien to the pure teachings of Islam, such as shirk and 
bid ahs. 

4. tPURIFVINGTHE SUNNAH 

We should contribute to cleansing the Sunnah of weak and fabricated 
narrations. Wrong beliefs and practices deriving from weak reports 
have marred the beauty of Islam and prevented the Muslims' 
advancement. 

The duty of purifying the Sunnah is so vital that the 
Messenger (:#?) praised those who perform it by saying: 

AXS, jyLw ..aJj-UC wii.» jS ,j^> (»_UJ! Lift J-ftJ")! 



« . owU U- 1 Jj j bj , CnikJ. I J U-wU i j < ay) UJ I i.i/ 

<This knowledge will be carried by the trustworthy 
ones of every generation — they will expel from It 
the alterations made by those going beyond bounds, 
the false claims of the liars, and the false 
Interpretations of the ignorant.> ' 

5. Liberating the Islamic Thought 

Guided by the Islamic principles, we should contribute to reviving the 
unobstructed Islamic thought and opposing stubborn adherence to 
mathhabs and prejudiced loyalty to parties. Neglecting this in the past 
has caused rust to dwell on the hearts and minds of Muslims, diverting 
them from the pure original sources of Islam, and causing ' > 

deviate from the honest Islamic brotherhood called to by Alia 



\ 
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«And hold fast, all together, by the rops 
and be not divided among yourselves, » ~ 

And by His Messenger (W): 

« w I f> I c A-llJ I i Lc t I yj> 3 » 

<Be, worshippers of Allah, brothers.> 



Ai-'Ax; T03; 1-3- 



1 Recorded by Ibn Wdiyy, al-KhatTb al-Baghdadi. Ibn 'Asakir. and others. 11 is 
reported from a number of sahabah including Abu Hurayrah. Ibn Mas ud, and 
Anas ('Ms). All of its reports have various levels of weakness, but they add up 
collectively to make this hadith hasan. as is indicated by al-AlbanT in Mishkdi 
ul-McisdbTh (no. 248). and as expressed by ai-HaiabT in al-IJiuuh (p. 70). 

2 A- hnran 3: 1 03- 

'*■ Recorded by aCBukhari and Mushm. 
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6. Presenting the Islamic Solution 

We should contribute to providing realistic Islamic solutions to 
contemporary problems, and strive toward resuming a true Islamic way 
of life and establishing a true Islamic society governed by Allah's law. 
Allah (ft) says: 

i\ » jj hi <jju>! y^ % iltf Jj3i ^ 'f£* ,i^i jij) 

silence, judge between them in accordance with 
what Allah has revealed, and do not follow their 

errant "views. » ' 

We call upon all the Muslims to support us in carrying out this 
noble trust. This will surely elevate and honor them and spread the 
eternal message of Islam all over the earth, as is Allah's true promise: 

^/olf us Lc r^liJ [Ish}\ ^ij yJ^lJl Ijj^j Jld\j ^iJl Sp 

\ O-aJI <0 jAXJI »/ 'Jj JS 

«It is He who has sent His Messenger with Guidance 
and the .Religion of Truth, in order to make it 
prevail over all (false) religion, however hateful this 
may be to the pagans.» 2 

Conclusion 

This work is, therefore, a humble response to our realization of a great 
responsibility: the responsibility to help bring forth before the English- 
speaking public writings that refine Islam and present it pure and 
simple, as close as possible to the way it was understood and practiced 
by its early righteous pioneers — the salaf. 



\ Al-Maidah 5:49, 
2 As-Sajf6\:9. 
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Technicalities 

Transliteration 

We make a serious attempt to limit the use of transliterated Arabic 
terms to the following two situations: 

a) There is no English expression that can reflect the same 
meaning as the original term. 

b) The Arabic term is of such importance that it is essential to 
familiarize the readers with it. 

At the end of this book, we have included a glossary defining 
common Arabic terms that fulfill the above criteria, in addition, we 
have included an index of the Arabic terms that are more pertinent to 
this current work, indicating the page on which they have been defined. 

Except for proper nouns, transliterated Arabic terms are italicized. 
In general, the rules of English pronunciation can be applied. The 
following table includes additional symbols employed in this book to 
help pronounce the Arabic terms. 



Symbol 



a, A 



u, U 



Th, th 



Stands for 



(\)Alif 

(long vowel a) 



(j) V/aw 
(long vowel u) 



(wi) Y<* 
(long vowel i) 



(<0 Hannah 



(Cj) Tha 



English Equivalent Sounds 



Mostly: Man, sad. 
At times: Father h n 



Root, soup, flute. 



Seed, lean, piece, receive. 



The first consonant vo< 
uttered when saying: at, it 



Three, moth. 
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H, h 



D. d 



/.„ x 



Stands for 



( C ) Ha 



Kh, kh | (r) AT/ia 



I j 

S, s : (. -.a) Sad 



2>) Dad 



(J?) Zah 



(y ) 'Ami 



(ill, gh ■ (t) (j/uiYil 



lish Equivalent Sounds 



No equivalent. Produced in the lower 
throat, below "h". Resembles the 
sound produced after swallowing. 



No equivalent. Produced in the back 
of the mouth and top of the throat. 



There, mother. 



A deeper "s" sound. Somewhat close 
10 the "sc" in "muscle". 

Sounds deeper than a "d". Produced 
by touching the tongue to the mouth's 
roof. 



i) Tali , .Similar but deeper than a "t". 



A deeper thai, produced by touching 
the tip of the tongue to the back of 
the front teeth. 



Produced in the bottom of the throat, 
underneath "h". 

A gurgling sound produced in the 
back of the mouth, just above the 
kha . Similar to the "R." in some 
trench accents. 



U- Q 



■O' V 



somewhat similar 
coiice . 



Translating and Referencing Quran and Hadith 



The Quran contains Allah's exact words. These words cannot t>e 
exactly translated into other languages because of possible 



misinterpretations and limited human understanding. It is best to 
translate the meanings as understood by the Muslim scholars. This is 
what is attempted here. When an ayah is cited, the Arabic text is 
quoted first, followed, between double angle quotation marks («»), by 
the English meaning in boldface. The meaning is extracted from books 
of tafslr and from accessible translations. 

The location of a Quranic citation is specified in a footnote. It 
provides the name of the surah followed by its number and the 
number(s) of the dyah(s) cited. 

Similarly, when we cite a hadith, we provide the Arabic text for 
the Prophet's (#) words, and follow that by its meaning, in boldface, 
between single angle quotation marks (<>). 

A footnote normally specifies the location of a cited hadith in the 
Hadith compilations. The footnote indicates as well its degree of 
authenticity and the names of scholars who made such judgement. A 
hadTth narrated by al-Bukhar! or Muslim is automatically considered 
authentic. 

Notable Utterances 

Out of love, appreciation, gratitude and other noble feelings, a Muslim 
is encouraged to utter certain phrases at the mention ol Allah. Ins 
messengers, the angels, the sahahah, or oilier righteous Muslims, We 
present these phrases in condensed Arabic calligraphy as follows: 



Phrase 



riiiorieci 



r a n s 1 1 1 c r a 1 1 o n 



AS 



- ■ 






li aids 


; Subhanahu \va 


lie is exalted 


a me 


ta'dld. 


above weaknes 
ind indignity. 


liahAs 


'Azza wa-jall. 


;viay He be 


a me 




hallowed and 
glorified. 
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Phrase 


Mentioned 

with 


Transliteration 


Meaning 


©I- 


Allah's 
Name 


J alia jalaluh. 


May His glory be 
hallowed. 


s 


Muhammad 
and other 
prophets 


Salla 'Llahu 
'alayhi wa 
sallam '. 


May Allah's peace 
and praise be on 
him. 


sftl 


Prophets 
and angels 


'Alayh is-Salam. 


Peace be on him. 


.j*j- 
^B« 


A male 
companion 


Radiya 'Llahu 
'anhu. 


May Allah be 
pleased with him. 


l^ 


A female 
companion 


Radiya 'Llahu 
\:mhd. 

Radiya 'Llahu 
'anhuma. 


May Allah be 
pleased with her. 

May Allah be 
pleased with them. 




Two 

companion 
- — 

More than 

two 

companions 


* 


Radiya 'Llahu 
'anhum. 


May Allah be 
pleased with them. 


1 


A past 

scholar or j 
righteous 
Muslim. 


Rahimahu 'LI ah. 


May Allah have 
mercy on him. 



When corning across any of these symbols, the reader is advised to 
utter the complete phrase in order to obtain the reward of saying the 
appropriate thikr or dud , 



! Uttering this is sometimes described as, "saying sal ah upon the Messenger". 



This Series 

Marriage is a subject of everyday 's and everyone's concern. It plays 
a most central role in the human life, and has been largely discussed 
by the scholars of Islam through the ages, resulting in numerous 
writings. Some of those writings, especially by contemporary scholars, 
have been translated into English. 

In the West, we find large numbers of people entering into Islam, 
With them, they often bring many misconceptions that they had 
inherited from their previous backgrounds, or that have been passed 
over to them from half-educated Muslims. A great deal of those 
misconceptions relate to marriage, divorce, and other family-related 

issues. 

We find that most of Islamic books on marriage are restricted in 
their scope, having been written for a different culture and background. 
They give little regard to problems and situations that concern the 
Muslims in the 'West. 

This leaves quite a large gap that needs to be filled for the benefit 
of the Muslims in English-speaking countries, and this is what we 
attempt to fulfill in this 3-book series covering various aspects of 
marriage according to the authentic Surma h: 



" The Quest for Love & Mercy" 
Piqh of Marriage & Wedding in Islam 



Covers the importance and advantages of marriage, selecting a 
spouse, the courting process, the marriage contract, the 
wedding, celebrating the wedding, the wallmalu and forbidden 
marriages; provides a practical procedure for performing the 
marriage contract; and includes a sample marriage certificate. 



<-o4J 



y^Lj fSj\j 



'J^ L^c^ 



XXUl 



3. 



"closer tnan a Garment 

Marital Intimacy According to the Pure Sunnah 

Covers the proper etiquettes of marital intimacy, forbidden acts 
of intimacy, the perils of zinci, and birth control; answers many 
frequently-asked questions about various acts of intimacy. 

(( -i j IjJJ w UtJj )) 

"The 'Fragile Vessels" 
Rights and Obligations between the Spouses in Islam 



Covers the obligations of the two spouses, the wife's rights, 
and the husband's rights; contains biographies of the Mothers 
of the Believers; paints very realistic pictures from the life of 
the Prophet (A*) with his wives; and presents a complete 
discussion of the hadilh of Uiiim Zar". 

This series deals with marriage from a practical aspect, benefitting 
in that from the author's many years of experience in the field of 
marriage and counselling. Each of its books serves as a handbook for 
performing marriage, learning the correct procedures for celebration a 
wedding, the "do's" and "don't's" of sexual life in Islam,, and so on. 
At the same time, it maintains the soundness ana precision in providing 
authentic evidence, which is customary in our books. 



his 



This is the third book in the marriage series (but the first to be 
published). It mostly deals with the rights and obligations of the two 
spouses. However, as its title may suggest, it attempts to be supportive 
to the women's side. There is a number of reasons for this, among 
which: 



fn the absence of true islamic justice, the women have often been 
abused and mistreated by their husband — frequently in the name 
of Islam, and through die use of authentic texts from the Sunnah. 



Thus, we try to remove the misconceptions from some of die texts 
that the men wrongly use to their personal advantage. 

2. Most of the books that have been published in English about the 
woman's rights and obligations seem to emphasize the importance 
of the woman's full obedience and submission to her husband — 
thereby neglecting the often more important obligations of the 
husband in the family structure. Therefore, we try to present a 
more balanced view of the rights and obligations of each side, 

3. The picture of the model Muslim woman that has so far been 
painted for the Muslim women in the West is too idealistic and, 
sometimes, frustrating. By citing numerous examples from the lives 
of the Mothers of the Believers, we hope that we are introducing 
more practical and realistic examples that relate more to a woman's 
nature. 

We make no claim to completeness in this book. The subject of 
marriage is extremely wide and very hard to enconiDass. We tried 
including as many texts and explanation as was practically possible, 
but we are sure of having missed many important issues thai we hope 
to be able to acid in future editions if Allah so wills. 
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Introdyction 



An Essential Bond 



Marriage is a bond held together by mutual rights and responsibilities 
for each of the two spouses. It is a partnership between them, and they 
are both required to play an active role in that partnership. 

The man is appointed as the leader of the household, and the 
woman as the supportive helper whose expertise in many areas cannot 
be handled by the man. Some of the women who have been corrupted 
by the Western ideologies want to be the leaders of the family. But 
only chaos would prevail in such a family where the correct and 
natural standards are reversed. 

Both the husband and wife have certain rights and duties. A happy 
and successful marriage is assured if both of them fulfill their duties 
and preserve each others' rights. Violating those rights is a certain way 
to misery and failure. 

Shared Obligations and Similar Rewards 



Some responsibilities and obligations equally apply to the man and 
woman. For instance, the obligation of believing in Allah CM) and 
following His commands is identical for both of them. Similarly, they 
are both responsible and accountable for their actions. They are both 
equally required to learn the correct religion, worship Allah, and call 
to His way. The moral standards are the same for both of them, as are 
many of the regulations for dealing with other human beings. 

i ,- i and woman get similar rewards for obedience to 
, ,:. >nd similar punishment for disobedience or sinning. 



«Whoever does righteous deeds, whether male or 
female, while he is a believer — We will surely grant 
him a good life, and will surely give them their 
reward according to the best of what they used to 
do.» ' 



And Allah (it) says: 
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«Their Lord responded to them (saying), "Verily, I 
will not let the deeds of any worker among you go to- 
waste — whether male or female; you are of one 
another."» 2 

Between Equality and Fairness 



In comparing woman to man in Islam, we have to realize that Islam 
docs not equate two persons who are inherently different. There are 
matters in which the man is given preference over the woman, and vice 
versa. Those preferences stem from the differences in their abilities of 
performing various tasks. Thus, it is not a matter of equality, but a 
matter of fairness. The happy people are those who understand and 
accept this instead of trying to challenge or reject it. Allah (5$) says: 
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An-N'ahl 16:97. 
Al-lmran 3:195. 
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I, Allah is ever Knowledgeable 



Natural Differences 



We conclude from the above that the Islamic legislations regard! 
human beings, numerous and varied though they are, are equa 
applicable to the man and woman. But that docs not mean that the in 
and woman arc identical in everything. 

There are certain legislations that strictly apply 10 the worn 
because oi her feminine nature, and others that strictly appiy 10 t 
man because of his masculine nature. Such instructions are then met 
for a specific gender of human beings, whether male or fciria 
because of its natural difference from the other gender. 

Some of the most important of those gender-based in n ' 

were indicated in one of the Prophet's (As) last speeches. 'Ann '-.n . 
Ahwas al-Jushaml (AA reported that he heard Allah's Messeng- \ ( 
in the "Farewell Pilgrimage" (on 'Arafah) praise and glonh II 
remind and reproach the people, and then say: 
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<Lo! Take good care of the women, for they surely 
are captives under you, and you do not possess of 
them any more than that — unless they commit a 
manifest sin; if they do that, abandon them in sleep, 
and beat them lightly; if they obey you then do not 
ill-treat them any further. Lo! you have rights on 
your women, and your women have rights on you. 
Your right on them is that they should not allow to 
sit on your furnishings anyone whom you dislike, nor 
allow into your houses anyone whom you dislike, Lo! 
And their right upon you is that you be good to 
them in terms of their clothing and food.> ' 

This clearly indicates that there are specific rights for the women 
upon their husbands, and other rights specific for the men upon their 
wives. Keeping this in mind for the time being, we emphasize that the 
subject of this chapter is to discuss the main shared rights and 
obligations, leaving the gender-based rights and obligations to the 
following two chapters. 



Responsibility and Accountability 

Both man and woman have a great responsibility in establishing and 
nurturing the family unit. They are the masters of their house, Abu 
Hurayrah (Tfe) reported thai Allah's Messenger (T&) said: 
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<Every soul of Adam's children is a master, The man 
is the master of his family, and the woman is the 



Recorded by at- i iniiithi, an-Nasai'. and Ihn Majah, Verified to be liasan by al- 
Alban'i' (Saiuh ul-.lanu no 7K80 & Irwa' ul-Ghalil no. 2030), 



Being masters and holders of responsibility, both of them are also 
answerable before Allah (fig) for their responsibility, Ibn 'Umar (t|e) 
reported that the Messenger (S) said: 






<Each one of you is entrusted with a responsibility, 
and each one of you will be questioned about his 
responsibility. The ruler is responsible (for his 
people), and will be questioned about his 
responsibility, The man is responsible for his family, 
and will be questioned about his responsibility. The 
women is responsible for her husband's house, and. 
will be questioned about her responsibility. The 
servant is responsible for his master's property, and 
will be questioned about his responsibility, Ariel a 
man is responsible for his father's wealth, and will 
be questioned about his responsibility. Thus, each 
one of you has a responsibility, and each one of you 
will be questioned about his responsibility e 1 

It is extremely important for the man and woman to have a clear 
understanding of the great responsibility that rests on both of their 
shoulders. That would make them work hard and cooperate well in 
order to fulfill their mission and be ready with the answers when they 



Recorded bv ibn us-Sunni and Abu Bakr il-Muqrf. Verified to be hasan by al- 
Albanf (as-Suhihuh no. 204', & Sahih ui-Jdmf no. 4565). 
Recorded bv al-Bukhaii. Muslim, and others. 
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Excellence of Good Manners 

Good manners are the distinctive characteristics of the religion of 
Islam. In a nutshell, they are the reason behind the Prophet's (H) 
mission. Abu Hurayrah (4&) reported that Allah's Messenger (H) said: 
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<I have only been sent (by Allah) to complete the 
good manners, > 

This was best demonstrated by our Prophet (A*), whom AllT \ 
described as: 
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«lndeea, your are ot a great mora! characters " 

The best people after the Prophet (,Tft) are those with best manner: 
'Abdullah Bin 'Arnr (si*) reported that Allah's Messenger (A*) said: 

« , li*>t>l AAV^A AAL> J*a jl» 

<Indeed, among the best of you are those with the 
best manners. > ' 



And 'Abdullah Bin 'Umar 
Messenger (A%) satd: 



AA reported that Allah's 



Recorded bv ibn Sad, al-Hakim. and others. Verified to be autnentic by ai- 
Ainanf [Saiilh ui-./cntu' no. 2Mb ,-c- us-Satuliah no. 45). 
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<The best among the believers are those with best 
manners, > 

A Muslim should display good manners in all of his dealings. That 
would grant him a most distinguished position among the other 
Muslims. 'A'ishah (^A) reported that Allah's Messenger {Kg») said: 

<Indeed, a believer qftpdris (in Jon nob) hwausp «f his 

pood manners, t" "' f 

(for the night prayer), > : 

Good manners makes a believer worll 

Messenger (AA) and the closenes ' '" ' 

'Abdillah (AVI reported that Allah's 
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1 Recorded by Ibn Majah and al-Hakini. Verified to be authentic In nl-Aibiim 
(Saluli ul-Jami' no. 1 128 & as-Suhllwh no. 1374). 

2 Recorded bv Abu Daw [id and Ibn Hibban. Venfied to be authentic ty\ al-Aibiini' 
iSaiuh ni-.luiri'' ai; I b bA 

:' Recorded bv a'.-TirmithT. Verified to he authentic bv al-Alhftm {.Salii'ii al-Jumi' 
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Good manners should not be limited to dealing with distant people. 
Rather they should best be implemented with the close relatives. More 
importantly, the two spouses should interact with eacn other in the 
highest form of good character. Within the family, one's true character 
is projected without disguise, because one is then free from most of the 
artificiality and showoff that is often exercised with other people. 

Thus exercising good manners is a shared right and duty between 
the two spouses; it is emphasized by their extreme closeness, and is 
necessary for the well being of their relationship. Abu Hurayrah Ase) 
reported that Allah's Messenger (#) said: 

<The believers with the most complete iman are those 
with most refined manners. And the best among you 
are those who are best to their women.) 1 

Therefore in dealing with one's spouse, one should exhibit good 
manners in all respects. A detailed discussion of that would be 
exhaustive and beyond the scope of this book. Yet, in the following 
sub-sections we discuss some of the most important character traits that 
must be observed in dealings within the family unit. 

Truthfulness 

Allah ('§€) praises the truthful in many places of His Book, and 
considers truthfulness a quality of the believers \ He also condemns 



Recorded by at-Tirmithl, Ahmad, and Ibn Majah. Verified to be Hasan by ai- 

AlbanT (as-Sahihah no. 977). 

Recorded by at-T.rmithT and Ibn Hibban. Verified 10 be authentic by ai-Alban! 

(Saiuh ul-Jcinu no. 1232 & as-Sahihah no. 284). 

See, for example, atJawbah 9:1 19. 
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Good manners should not be limited to dealing with distant people. 
Rather, they should best be implemented with the close relatives. More 
importantly, the two spouses should interact with each other in the 
highest form of good character. Within the family, one's true character 
is projected without disguise, because one is then free from most of the 
artificiality and showoff that is often exercised with other people. 

Thus, exercising good manners is a shared right and duty between 
the two spouses; it is emphasized by their extreme closeness, and is 
necessary for the well being of their relationship. Abu Hurayrah (4£) 
reported that Allah's Messenger (M) said: 



« 



<The believers with the most complete iman are those 
with most refined manners. And the best among you. 
are those who are best to their women.> ~ 



Therefore, in dealing with one's spouse, one should exhibit good 
manners in all respects. A detailed discussion of that would be 
exhaustive and beyond the scope of this book. Yet, in the following 
sub-sections we discuss some of the most important character traits that 
must be observed in dealings within the family unit. 
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Truthfulness 

Allah (*S§) praises the truthful in many places of His Book, and 
considers truthfulness a quality of the believers k He also condemns 



Recorded by at-Tirmithj, Ahmad, and Ibn Majah. Verified to be iuisim by al- 

AlbanT (as-SahThah no. 977). 

Recorded by at-Tirmithl and Ibn Hibban. Verified to be authentic by al-Alban! 

(SahTh ul-Jdmi' no. i 232 & as-Suluhah no. 284). 

See, for example, at-Tawbah 9:1 19, 
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woman who chats with her husband 
Asma Bint YazTd (t#>) reported that Allah's Messenger (ifil) 
AwA? A Al A L i> Jl CJjjf- ;CJ% ,\ *¥l L»iAJI nLau A» 

<Lying Is not appropriate except in three situations: 
when a man chats with his wife to please her, lying 
(to the enemy) in war, and lying to appease among 
(dissenting) people, > ~ 



It is clear from the above two hadi'ths that lying between the two 
spouses is limited to pleasant chatting. That would be in situations such 
as a man telling his wife that she cooked the best food or has the best 
dress, or a woman telling her husband that the gift he gave her is most 
pleasing to her, or telling each other an entertaining imaginary story, 
and so on. And even in such cases, it is better for one to avoid lying 
and use instead statements that could carry two meanings, one of 
which is true. 

Humbleness 

Humbleness is a required character among the Muslims. Allah 



1 Recorded by Abu Dawud. Verified to be authentic by al-AlbanT (as-Sahihah no. 
545 & SahTh ul-Jdmi' no. 7170). 

2 Recorded by at-TirmithT and others. Verified to be luisan by ai-Alban! (as- 
Sahihah no. 545 & SahTh ui-Jamt no. 7723). 
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<Indeed, Allah has revealed to me that you must 

show humbleness, so that none among you would 
boast over anyone else, and none among you would 
transgress against anyone else,> 2 

This should be well understood by the spot ! « 

humbleness toward each other, and should avoid ho !• u <• i. n > 
social status, intelligence, beauty, relatives, a-" > • i .i .e 
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Mercy and Kindness 

The two spouses should show utmost c <• i,issi » , << 

each other. They should be ever ready to • , •• o .- ! 1 -! 

each other. As discussed early in this boo! '•ihhwissi h r , •) on, i . 
fruit of marriage, and should never be allowed to go to waste. 

A merciful person is worthy of Allah's mercy. 'Abdullah Bin 
'Amr (tA) reported that Allah A Messenger (Al) said: 
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<The merciful ones are granted mercy by the Most 
Merciful (Al). Show mercy to those who are on 
Earth, and the One above the heavens will show 
mercy to you.> 3 



1 Ash-Shu aru 26:215. 

2 Recorded by Muslim, Abu Dawud, and others. 

3 Recorded by Ahmad, Abu Dawud, and others. Verified to be authentic bv ai- 
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improves and helps it — contrary to harshness, A ishah OAA.) reported 
that Allah's Messenger (lt») said to her; 



<He who does not snow mercy, no 
shown to him (by Allah), > ' 
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kindness in all affairs. He grants for kindness tilings 
that he would not grant for cruelty or any other 
thing. () 'A'ishah! Employ taqwii of Allah and 
kindness, for indeed, kindness was never in a thing 
but It adorned it, and never was it removed from u 
tiling but it disgraced IL> 



mueeci, 
mself before anyone 



)erson without kindness arid mercy brings harm on 
se. Such a person denies himself Allah's 



nercy and forgiveness. 

JarTr Bin 'Abdillah Ayy reported that Allah's M< 



It is the obligation of both spouses to nurture kindness and mercy 
in their family. This should be the first cure that they apply when 
problems and differences arise between them. Not only would that help 
resolve their problems, but would also grant them Allah's love and 
mercy, as in the above hadiths. 

Forgiveness 

A Muslim should not have the attitude of revenge and "getting even". 
That would bring hatred among the Muslims and remove from among 
them feelings of love and security. A Muslim should always be ready 
io forgive, especially when dealing with his wile and close relatives. 
Showing forgiveness makes a person worthy of Allah's forgiveness. In 
one of the reports of the above hadlth by JarTr Bin 'Abdillah (A). 
Allah's Messenger (#) said: 
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"I never saw Allah's Messenger (#0 seeking revenge 
when he was wronged — except when one of Allah's 
prohibitions was overstepped. When any of Allah's 
prohibitions was overstepped, he would be most angry 
for that. Also, whenever he was given a choice between 
to matters, he would choose the easiest of the two — 
unless it would involve a sin." ' 
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Recorded by al-Biiknaii. Muslim, ana others. 
Recorded nv Muslinc 



Messenger (.#) said: 
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Recorded by Muslim arid others. 

Recorded by Muslim, Anmad, and others. 

Recorded by Ahmad, Abu Ya'la, and others. Verified to be hasun by a 

(as-Sahihah no. 767 & SahTh id-Jami no. 119). 
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<Whoever has oppressed his brother In regard to his 
honor or property should beg for his forgiveness 
today — before it will be taken from him on a Day 
when there will be no dinars or dirhams: If he has 
good deeds, some of them will be taken in the 
amount of his oppression; and if he has no good 
deeds, some of his (oppressed) companion's sins will 
be taken and loaded upon hiiii„> l 

Avoiding Foul Language 
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<() 'A'ishah! Do not be obscene, Indeed, Allah does 
not love a vile person who relishes obscenity, > " 

And this is exacily how Allah's Messenger (.c*) was as described 
by 'A'ishah AAA: 
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Recorded by at-Bukhan and Ahmad. 

This is a combined narraiion recorded bv Muslim, al-Bukhari (111 al-Adab in- 
Mufrad) and Ann Dawiiu iSahlh ul-Janu no. 7933 & 7922, and Irwa'ul- 
GhaiTl no. 2133). 
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"Allah's Messenger (til) was not obscene, nor did he 
relish obscenity, nor was he loud in the markets. He did 
not punish for any (personal) harm, but forgave and 

pardoned." 

Avoiding Arguing and Quarreling 



Frequent arguing and quarrelling is a sure way to undermining the ties 
between the married couple, and should therefore be seriously avoided. 
Fa< h spouse should beai in mind dial ii is nol aAssys "'ifal to prov hi" 
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Recorded by at-Tirmithl, Ahmad, and others. Verified to oe autticnuc: by ai 
Albans {Mukhtcisar ash-shaman o. it 1 ,!). 

Recorded bv Abu DawuU and ad-Diya ul-Maqdis'i. Verified to be hasan by ai 
Aiban'i (SahTh ui.-.jami no. i464 St as-Sahihah no. 273). 
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<The most hated man to Allah is the stubbornly 
quarrelsome.) 

Amicably Resolving the Problems 

There is always some chance for misunderstanding or disagreement 
between the two spouses. Some of those differences may cause one or 
both of them to turn away from the other and seek radical solutions 
that may terminate the marriage, But it is recommended for them to 
first seek reconciliation, and Allah (y!$) considers reconciliation the 
best approach; 
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stinginess. But If you do good and revere Allah — 
Indeed, Allah is ever Aware of all what you do.» J 



Communication ana i-ornpany 

Importance of Communication 

The two spouses should maintain a high level of communication 
between them. They should share their happiness, concerns, and 
sorrows. That preserves their ties of love and compassion, and fulfills 
the meaning of "dwelling" that should be established between them, as 



Recorded by ai-Bukhari" and Muslim. 
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in a later chapter), is a good c, ampA A bi< A uAe ml < haui.) ' m 
took place between the Prophet (W?) and the Mother of the Bclicvei 
'A'ishah (fefe). 

Regulations for Desertion 

There -iii oi < oiii ,. auiauoii -i/ue.i in u, hims'ii u h,>io in mi 

Musiil'i "is i iorrn o 1 'eniini'iO" /' - an jI ampi'- v< '-ni ><( Hi" is m 

later th' , i • >■ i > »i> "> / < < i i i • < < < hi i 
we will study instances where are frophei i oeserLea some or alt c 
his v/ives. 
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therefore prohibited. 

Abu Hurayrah, it 

reported thai. Allah A 
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<It Is not pe 
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deserting a i "n u. 
he heard / HA 
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Review ""['he Quest for Love & Mercy" by the author. 
As the English saying goes, "Out of sight, out ol mind. 
Recorded bv abBukhan. Muslim, and others. 
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<It Is not permissible for a Muslim to abandon 
another Muslim for more than three (nights). Indeed, 
♦hey both are straying off the right (path) while they 
continue their abandonment. As for the first of them 
to conciliate, his lead to conciliation would surely 
pCniate his sin. And indeed, If they die in that state 
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Ip one another In righteousness a 
iot help one another in sinning and 
. fear and revere Allah; verily, All 



no. taqwd, and 

transgression, 
ah Is severe in 



One May Not Be Aided in Disobeying Allah 

On the other hand, we coin lnd>> nom in> iU v< m<>/ i i.u ' I • > 
the two spouses perfou-i i >/ '<- •> */ o.e »,> r - •- * i,n 
iii" :>t he i [ >'i 1 1 1 j ii , i i H i i 
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AIDING 
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' Wn one of the two spouses is performing a peraiissiiiie aee ii 
i< recommended for the other spouse to help him (or her) to the best 
of his (or her) ability. And when one of the two spouses is pertornimg 

an oblation, it is Incumbent on the other spouse to Help turn (or net) 
to the best of his (or her) ability, Allah (4f ) says: 



I^a^'bv Ahmad. ai-Bukhan (in al-Adab ul-Mufrad) and others. Verified to 
he authentic by ai-AlbanT (lrwcl' 'ul-Ghalit no. 2029). 



An individual by himself imp < mi. hm > 

performing some aets of worship ni<! in <>• i n 
him added confidence and determin in< ,i n<i i< c 
giving that support than one's (Wi> spun-, ' '* h u < 

given by the .Prophet AA) c-^" i u m. n <•!' 

Hurayrah AA) reported that Allan ■ « ." ■ ' ) 



Al-Maiilali 5:2. 

Recorded bv ai-Bukhari, Muslim, and others. / 
Ahmad ami others from iniran Bin Htisayn (P 
oy ai-Albanl Uis-Sahlhah no. I 79. i 80). 



', similar hadith is recorded by 
P.) and verified to he. authentic 
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« .pill H->3 <\ CU^wsy ^jjl jjU i^yLstS l|* jj CJailj <cJ„^aJ 

<May Allah have mercy on a man who wakes up at 
night and pray§ 5 and wakes up his wife to pray — 
and If she resists, he would lightly spray water on 
her face; and may Allah have mercy on a woman 
who wakes up at night and prays, and wakes up her 
husband to pray — and If he resists, she would 
lightly spray water on his face.> ' 

One should note in this hadith the friendly and pleasant manner of 
waking the other spouse. In the middle of his sleep, a person will 
surely be very alarmed by someone abruptly shaking him or pouring 
a bucket of cold water over hirn, which would then make him reluctant 
to cooperate with the individual who caused him that annoyance and 
bother. On the other hand, nice and friendly approach should normally 
result in good cooperation. 



Safeguarding the Family 

We discussed earlier in this chapter that both the man and woman have 
a major responsibility in the family. Part of that responsibility is to 
protect the family from damage or destruction. That can only be done 
through steering the family toward the good teachings of Islam and 
away from the evils of Satan and his followers. 

Therefore, the two spouses must heh> < x n oiw > ,,< >.wnw. n< 
children toward jnnnah. and away from ■ 1 1« mi • iuj 



«tj you wli 
families in 
stones.» ' 



Commenting on this ayah, it is reported that 'Ah (4A said: 



'leach them the good manners and educate them." 



And Ibn 'Abbas (t&f) said: 

"Act in obedience to Allah, avoid disobedience to Allah, 
and command your lamilies 10 act m remembrance (of 
Allah): Allah would then save you from the Fire." " 
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Recorded Dy Ahmad. Abu Dawud. and others. Verified to be authentic by at 
Albanf (Sahi'h ul-.Ulim no. 3494;. 



A,;-'i (ihrfm e6:C. 
Taf.sir Ibn Katlur, 
J at sir Ibn Kathir. 
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wrong, establish prayer, give zakah, and obey Allah 
and His Messenger. As for those, Allah will have 



Allah has promised the believing men and 

believing women gardens beneath which rivers flow, 
wherein they abide eternally, and pleasant dwellings 
in gardens of everlasting bliss ('Adn or Eden); but 
the greatest bliss is the good acceptance from Allah: 
That is surely the great achievement,* ' 



Fulfilling Each Others' Desire 
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another trom Satan s lernpiauons. iviore oJ ilns will be discussed m the 

next two chapters, and a detailed discussion of the acts of intimacy 
between the two spouses was presented in the second book of this 



The woman s Hignts 

Cultures Prior to Islam 
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,ed by Ahmati. Abu Davvud. and others. Verified to lie autheiiiie by 



The Woman's Rights in Islam 

The woman's rights are ordained by Allah, and no one may violate 
them for any reason, Al-Miqdam (4&) reported that Allah's 
Messenger (H) said: 

« . 4**- L«s» (VC L«|J»* »b- 1 j w%£ £ UJ < JaAA- 1 Li> i »L; 

<Indeed, Allah ('if) commands you to be good to the 
women; indeed, they are your mothers, daughters, 

and (maternal) aunts. Indeed, a man from the People 
of the Book would be married to a woman who can 
hardly know how to pull a string, and yet, none of 
them would want to depart from his companions ' 

The woman's lesser physical strength is not, by any means, a 
justification for the man to overstep her rights, Abu Hurayrah (AA 
reported that Allah's Messenger (ill) said: 
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<1 strongly admonisi 

the two weak ones; t 

The Wife's Rights in Islam 
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you in regard to the right cm 

le orphan and the woman. > 2 



The wife's rights on her husband are clearly ordained and strongly 
established in Islam. Allah's Messenger (#) gave the following 



AlbanT (Sahih ul-Jdmi' no. 1983, 2333). 

Recorded by at-Tabaranl in al-Kablr. Verified to be hasan by al-Albanl (Da'Tf 

ul-Jdmi' no. 1763, witn a note by Zuhayr ash-ShawTsh indicating the ai-AlbatiT 

had subsequently considered H hasan). 

Recorded by Ahmad, Ifan Majah. and others. Verified to be hasan by ai-Aibanl 

{as-Sahihah no. 1015 & Saluh id-Jamf no. 2447). 



Maz'un and Abdullah Bin. Amr " (AA 
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<Your wife has a right upon you.> 3 



'Amr Bin al-Ahwas (AA reported 4 that Allah's Messenger 






said: 
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<Have taqwa of Allah in regard to your women 
Indeed, you took them (in marriage) through a trus 
with Allah, and had access to their private parts bj 
Allah's word (permission). They have a right on yoi 
— that you provide them with food and clothing ir 
a fitting manners 6 



1 The full hadlth is cited in Chapter i. 

2 The full hadlth is cited later in this chapter. 

3 Recorded by al-BukharT. Muslim, and others. 

4 The full hadlth is cited p. 3. 

5 f't< niiled In 11 liumijii in Nasal, and Ibn Majah. Verified to be hasan by ai- 

lui u 'a a 1,1 1 1 '880 Ik. irira ' ui-GhalTI no. 2030s. 
r ,.' ■ v fr >, ! 1 id )G DawiKJ as part of .tabids long iiadith describing 



'The woman has rights and obligations. Her rights must be fulfilled 
in a serious and fair manner. This is an important requirement in Islam; 
neglecting it constitutes a clear act of disobedience and threatens the 
well-being of the family and the Muslim society. 

With this introduction, we go on to discuss some of the rights that 
are specifically related to the women in Islam. 



An Important Obligation upon the Husband 

Security and safety are most important for a human being. One needs 
to feel reasonably secure in order to function normally and perform 
one's regular tasks. 

The wife is usually the weaker of the two spouses, and looks to her 
husband for protection. Thus, one of the husband's most important 
obligations is providing protection for his wife. This is part of his 
responsibility as leader of the family: 

f i .UJI l^iJIji; '^a \JtJu\ Ujj 

«Men are In charge of women by (right of) what 
(qualities) Allah has given one over the other and 
what they spend (In support) from their wealths* ' 

This ayah shows that Allah gave leadership (or qawdmah) to the 
man because of certain qualities that would normally enable him to 
conduct such a responsibility, A most important quality of a leader is 
his ability to protect his followers and provide for them an atmosphere 
of security and harmony. 

Protection is a genera! term that covers physical, emotional, and 
other forms of well-being. The husband must strive to protect his wife 
in all of those respects. Some details in this regard will be discussed 



An-Nisd 4:34, 
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jHAYRAH 



As a demonstration of a man's love toward his wife, he should have 
ghayrah for her. Ghayrah is the great concern about her well-being, 
and the zeal to protect her from anything that might harm her person, 
such as an evil touch, word, or look. 

But ghayrah should not reach the point of distrusting and 
suspecting her without reason, nor should it be for the purpose of 
finding possible mistakes. Jabir Bin 'AtTk (Ty) reported that Allah's 
Messenger (,S) said; 

"i r w«j I U LI . «JJ I k jki„f^-j U Ljps* j • ' 1 1 . _ I - t j I ,-,,!)> 



<Indeed, 

and a it" 

loves Is t 

ghayrah 

(valid) suspicion, > ' 

A person without ghayrah is called dayyilth. A dayyiith is a persor 
who has no sense of protection or honor regarding his wile. As wt 
discussed in the second book of this series y a dayyilth wilt not entw 
Jannah. 

Avoiding Unnecessary Suspicion 



As is indicated in the above sub-section, one should not nurture 
unjustifiable doubts about his wife, nor should he dig for mistakes for 
which he would then blame her. 



: Recorded Oy Ahmad, Abu Dawuci, and others. Verified to be hasan by ill 

Albani {irwa~ ui-Ghaitl no. 1999), 
2 See "Closer than a Garment" by the author. 



Messenger (0) said: 
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Similarly, Anas (4h) reported: 

"Allah's Messenger (S) never came to his families 
(after a journey) by night. He would either come to 
them during the morning or the afternoon," ' 

Safeguarding Her Secrets 

it is greatly prohibited for a man to expose his wife's secrets, 
especially in matters of privacy that no person would normally know 
except the husband, such as birthmarks, reaction to some intimate acts, 
and so on, 

Abu Salt! al-Khudrl Afe) reported that Allah's Messe 
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<lncleed, among the people who will have the most 
grievous position before Allah on the Day of 
Resurrection is a man who, after he privately 
approaches his wife and she privately approaches 
him. he exposes her seerets,> ' 



Exposing the wife's secrets brings mistrust and fear into her heart 



Recorded by al-Bukhari, Muslim, and others. 
Recorded by aS-Bukhari" and Muslim. 
Recorded by Muslim, Abu Dawud, and others. 



dayyiith. 



Part of the Qawamah Obligations 

One of the husband's major responsibilities toward his wife and family 
is providing financial support, This responsibility is one of the 
important reasons for which Allah appointed the man as the head of 
the family: 
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In Jabir's ( ) .'</<"-//. 
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According to His Capability 



The financial support required from the husband is in accordance will 
his financial capability, Allah (tig) says: 



/\n-Nisa 4:.)t, 

Recorded bv Muslin; and Abu Dawud. 
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«AUah does not burden a person beyond his 
capacity.* ' 

The husband is not required to give more than what he has, nor is 
he allowed to provide inadequate support when he can afford giving 
more. Allah (ft) says in regard to the women who get divorced before 
being touched: 

<»jjj j*Jl*$\ tjJij '»j'-^ (^-j-JI tjii d^jJ^j) 

«Glve them (the divorced) compensation — the 
wealthy according to his capability, arid the poor 
according to his capability — a provision according 
to what Is reasonable, a duty upon the good-doers.» ' 

And Allah (fS) says in regard to supporting the divorced women 
during their 'iddah (waiting period): 

i^ liji j^i. . 14J1: u vi in- iiui Use v liiil is 

V J^l <G 1^4 



«Let a man of wealth spend from his wealth; and as 

for hire whose provision is restricted ~ let him 
spend from what Allah has given him. Allah does not 
require from a soul except (according to) what He 
has given it, Allah will bring about, after hardship, 
ease.» * 



i Al-Baqaran 2:286. 
2 Al-Baqarah 2:236. 
? At Tnkiq bd.7. 



A man must seriously " ' " ' ■ ' ' 

and family, He sho= •'< ■ ■•■ • •' 

exhausted all possible means 01 becoming muepenufciu ct.au t>fcii~ 
sufficient. Self-sufficiency brings a feeling of security and dignity to 
the whole family, and is therefore a goal that deserves earnest pursuit, 
Abu Hurayrah (4|§>) reported that Allah's Messenger (H) said: 
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Recorded oy al-Bukharf. Muslim, and others. The last portion is recorded by act 
DaraqutnT ami Ahmad ilrwa' ul-GhalTI no. 834). 
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and using it for his own purposes! 



llGHLY REWARDABLE CHARITY 



Besides being an obligation upon the man, spending on his wife and 
family counts as charity for him, 

'Amr Bin Umayyah ad-Damn (4&) reported that Allah's 
Messenger (S) said: 



<( ,*J)X,ss> 
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< Whatever a man gives to his wife Is a charity (In his 
record), > ' 

bri Masud al-Ansari (AA reported that Allah's Messenger (gA) 
« .Si jus. A cM I^Lj^ llA 4a! Jo; J* jl jAjI lil » 

<When a Muslim spends on his family, thereby 
seeking Allah's reward, it Is regarded as sadaqah for 
hirn„> 2 

Sa'd Bin AbT Waqqas (4*0 reported that Allah's Messe 
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<Indeed, whatever money you spend on your family, 
you will be rewarded for it — even for a morsel of 



Recorded by Ahmad. Verified to De authentic by al-Albani (as-Sahihah 
no. H)24 & 5u/h7i ui-Jcimt no, 5540). 
Recorded Dv al-Bukhan, Muslim, and otners. 



Messenger (SBl) saw: 
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<Whatever you feed yourself is a charity for you, 
whatever you feed your «iiiM ie n rhnrifry far yoty 
whatever you feed y 

whatever you feed /»•."' ' " ' ' ' A 
you.> 2 

The Best Form of Spending 

A man's concern should h ,.<■<< o, i % A 

and family — even belA ■< • >' .v- ' ' ien - i 
Samurah (A&) reported tb ' ■ / ■ s ' 1 * i ■ i. • ■ , < 

<When Allah gives one of you. some good (i.e., 
sustenance), he should start by (spending on) himself 
and his family memberse J 

Abu Hurayrah (4e) reported that Allah's Messenger (A*) said; 






1 Recorded by al-Bukhan, Muslim, and others. 

2 Recorded by Ahmad, at-TabaranT (in cil-Kablr). and al-Bukharf (in al-Aclub ul- 
Mufrad). Verified to be authentic by al-Albam (as-SahThah no. 452). 

3 Recorded by Muslim. Ahmad, and others. 



<A dinar i 

a dinar it 
dinar thai 
a dinar \ 



hat you spend for Allah's cause (i.e., jihad), 
at you contribute toward freeing a slave, a 
; you give as charity to a needy person, and 
.hat you spend on your family: the one 
he greatest reward Is that which you spend 



on your tamil 



Adequate Support is an Earned Right for the WiFt. 



If a man does not financially support his wife in a manner compatible 
with his financial resources and her needs, she would be justified to 

-"ior. a oortion of his money that would suffice 
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<Take of his money, in an reasonatjie manner, as 
much as would suffice vow and your children,/ 



sufficient sin tor you would ue itiai you hold 
jport) 
eding.> 



(support) off those whom you are responsibl 



In another report, 'Abdullah Bin 'Amr (g#b) reported that Allah' 
Messenger (H) said: 

<A sufficient sin. for a person would be that he 

neglects those whom he feeclso- 2 

Providing Her with Food, Clothing, and Other Basic Needs 

The wife's right for financial support h ' ■" 
Allah (fff) says in regard to the nursing nwmo.,,. 



«Upon the father 
and clothing accor< 

The same meaning is seen in the above hadiih of Jabir (p. 27) 
Similarly, Mu'awiyah Bin Haydah al-Qushayrl (4fe) reported tha 
Allah's Messenger (f#l) said: 
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<A woman's right on her husband is that he feeds 
her when he eats, clothes her when he clothes 



Recorded by Muslim 

Recorded by Ahmad, Abu DawfkL and others. Verified to be hasan by 
Albans (Sahlh ul-Jami' no. 4481 & irwa' ul-Ghaiil no. 894), 
Al-Bactarah 2:233- 
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(by words or actions), and avoids ueseniiig her — - 
except within the same houso 

In another report, Mu awiyah Bin Haydah (4&) said that he asked 

the Prophet (S), "O Allah's Messenger! What is the right of one's 
wife upon him?" He (S) replied: 
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and children. 
The Dowry 
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<(Her right upon you is) that you feed her when you 
feed yourself, clothe tier when you clothe yourself, 



I awf 



avoid cursing her face, avoid mtting ner, ana avoid 
deserting her except within the same house — - 
especially that you have come to be so Intimate with 



-each oilier — - except in iiiuig. 
permissible to punish her.> 
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Providing a heasonabls DwttuNG 

It is a rifeiht for the wife to be reasonably housed — in accordance witn 
her husband's capability. Allah (jM) sa Y s: 
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«Lodge them (the divorced) according to what you 

reside out of your means, and do not harass them in 
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1 Recorded by at-Tabaranl (in al-KabTr), al-Hakim, and others. Verified to be 
authentic by al-Albam (Sahfh ul-Jami no. 3149 & Irwa ' ul-Ghalfl no. 2033). 

2 Recorded by Ahmad, Abu Dawud, and Ibn Majah. Verified to be authentic by 
ai-Albanl (SahTh AM Dawud no. 1875-4 877 & Irwa' ul-Ghall'l no. 2033). 



At-Talciq 65:6. 

See "The Quest for Love & Mercy" by the author. 

An- N is a 4: J9. 



Rendering kindness to the wife is a sign of good nature and 
righteousness. The Prophet (S) gave the perfect example of how a 
righteous believer should treat his wife. 'A'ishah (^0) reported that 
Allah's Messenger (H) said: 
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<Tlie best of you are those who are best to his family, 
and 1 am the best of you toward my family .> ' 

Abu Hurayrah, Ibn 'Abbas, and others (*) reported that Allah's 
Messenger (#)said: 

« .( 4.U >i) -^LuJ *5\Lj»' p5jL>» 

<The best among you are those who are best to their 
women (or family).> 2 

Abu Hurayrah Afe) reported that Allah's Messenger (§s) said: 
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<The believers who are most complete in faith are 

those of best manners; and the best among them are 
those who are best (in treatment) to their women. > ' 



sine l»/ii<"' ai, Ik diovi t I »-- n "nn> Is, fin' 1 hr- singine \'i.:il'l < ;>u< 
women's camels to go faster. So Allah's Messenger (0) told him: 

<Woe be to you, O Anjashah! Go slow In your 

(singing while) driving the (fragile) vessels '„> ~ 

According to ' > •■ •! ' ' ' ■ ' ' ■ ■ ' 

and al-'Asqalani emMi s !'><>■,•,< h * < .- > ( - ) 1 . -u • >-<, urn "■ ' > 

I. The wo mi • > ,..•<'< , • > ■• < • 
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1 tie women nave an em ''i< 
moved by singing and p- •■ 
bring fitna'i to them. 



Understanding the Woman's Fragile Nature 

The woman has a fragile nature, both physically and emotionally. 
Understanding this enables the man to treat her with consideration and 



Recorded by at-Tirmithl. Ibn Hibban, and others. Verified to be authentic by al- 

Albam (as-Saluhah no. 285). 

Recorded by Ahmad, at-Tirmithl, and others. Verified to be authentic by an 

Atbaiv (Satuli ut-lami no. 3265. 5266, 33 i.6) 

Recorded by at-Tirmith! and Ibn Hibban. Verified to be authentic by al-AlbanT 

{as-Sahlhah no. 284). 
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<Indeed, I know when you are pleased with me, and 
when you are angry: When you are pleased with me 
you say (while making an oath), "No, by the Lord of 
Muhammad." And when you are angry with me you 
say, "No, by the Lord of Ibrahlm."> 

She replied, "Yes indeed, by Allah, O Allah's Messenger! I do not 
abandon (when angry) except your name," ' 

Understanding the Woman's Different Nature (the Bent Rib) 
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the body whciC uiw dunking pieces,., iJ.ki.-S jjlacw, I.ba iriujdi (Af) ..m 

"It is possible that he (.#) gave this as example for the 
uppermost part of the woman, because her uppermost 
part is her head: It encases her tongue from which harm 
comes." l 



When the woman makes a mistake, her husband should maintain 
natience and kindness, realizing that some of what may appear as 
mistakes is probably not so, The woman has a different nature from the 
man's, and "thus may take actions different from what he would. 

The Prophet (#) indicated that the woman (Hawwa or bve) was 
originally created from the man's (Adam's) rib, By nature, the nh is 
bent. Thus, a woman's nature will never totally coincide with a man's; 
There is a bend between them. 

It may be equally true to say that, from a woman's viewpoint, there 
is a bend in the man's nature, which means that his actions will never 
completely coincide with hers. 

Abu Hurayrah (n|Ts reported that Allah's Messenger (£ft) ordered; 
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<Take good care of women, because the woman was 
created from a bent rib, and the most curved part of 
a rib is Its upper end, If you Insist on straightening 
it. vou will break It; and if you leave It, It will 
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Recorded bv ai-Bukharl, Musitm, and Ahmad. 



i Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim. 

2 Fath u I- Ban r no. 5186. 

3 Recorded by Muslim. 
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thing of which they both need to be watchful. 

Samurah (■#>) reported that Allah's Messenger (S) said; 






straighten the rib, you would break It. So be kind to 
her, you would then live In joy with her.> ' 

In this report, the Prophet (») describes forcing a woman 
change some of her attitudes as the breaking of a rib, and breaking ' 
rib here means divorce. Abu Hurayrah (4A reportec 

Messenger (iH) said; 
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?m created from a rib. She will not be 
ling to your way. If you want to enjoy 

straighten fiery you would Dreak 
her 3s divorcing hcr.> 
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1 Recorded by Ahmad, !bn Hibban, and al-Hakim. Verified to be autnentic by al- 
AlbanT (Sahih ul-Jcimt no. 1944). 

2 Recorded by Muslim and at-TirmithT. 



Just like the man, a woman is not perfect. ; - ■, ,/ 
the man must forgive and overlook some ei a . _<.,■.,-. ..;-, 
dislikes. At the same time, he should acknowledge her actions that he 
likes. Surely, in most cases, her good points will overwhelm the bad 
ones. Allah (If) says: 






uH 



«Even If you dislike them, (your wives), perhaps yc 

which Allah lias placed inuc 



isllke something 



Abu Hurayrah (4») reported drat Allah's Messenger (aid said 
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<Let not a believing man hate a believing woman; If 
he dislikes a character in her, he would be pleased 
by other characters^ ' 

Dwelling only on the I/a' 1 id mi ."io-ii m- i> r ■ 

certain way to destroying hi- ..uu.'- 'in i > n i' ■ 

and depression will fill t!" «i >> <> i "■ !, "<i '' l| ij!i ' 

Entertaining the Wife 



It is recommended A> ■ nim <• l < ,4 i, h 
things that would • im i'.hh a > m-l 
practice of Allah' ]/ ' ''in- . ( 
reported by 'Aishn, .m*. dv . ■ ' 
example is the hvnh •\\,<,\u inm 
book. 






1 An-Nisa 4: 19, 

2 Recorded by Muslim and Ahmad. 
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iat does not involve remembrance 01 

, senseless, and wasted — except for 
man entertaining his wife- a man 
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with salam when you pass by them. Whoever drops 

one of that has surely dropped a portion of Islam.,, 
and whoever drops all of that has surely turned his 
back on Islam. > ' 
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\ Recorded by air-Nasal". Verified to be authentic by al-AlbanT (Sahih ul-Jdmi 
no. 4534 and as-Sahihah no. 315). 






1 Recorded by Ibn Salam (in al-lman), al-Hakim, and others. Verified to be 
authentic by al-AlbanT (as-Sahihah no. 333). 

2 Recorded bv Muslim and others. 



that with justice, Allah says: 

b jl Sj^lji IjJjij Wl j«ju> jU t,«-fjj w%1jj ^yiio * mjl 

«If you fear that you will not deal justly with the 
orphan girls, then marry whatever pleases you of 
other women: two or three or four. But If you fear 
that you will not be just (with them) then (marry) 
only one woman, or those that your right hands 
possess (of captives and slaves), That Is better In 
preventing you from doing injustice, » ' 

Thus, if a man who cannot he fair with multiple wives is not 
allowed to marry more than one wife. Fairness or justice here refers to 
material justice, which includes giving them equal turns, being 
equitable with them in regard to food, clothing, and dwelling, and so 
on. 

Equal Turns 

"Hqual turns" means spending equal number of nights with each. This 
is a rule that may not be violated except in three cases: 

1 , If the husband is going on a journey on which he can only take one 
wife, he should choose by lot which of his wives will be his 
companion. This was the Prophet's (ifl*) practice, as is reported by 
"A'ishah 



"When the Prophet (sgl) intended to go on a journey, he 
would draw lots among his wives. Whoever wins, he 
would travel -with her." 2 



1 An -Nisei 4:3. 

2 Recorded by al-Bukhan, Muslim, and others. 



as oawdan dm ioi A ibnau (k?s>) , 

3. On her wedding, a newly-wed wife gets seven 

with her husband if she is a virgin, and three ecus-' >n / n; •>> 
she is not. 

Unirn Salamah and Anas (t#s) reported that Allah's 
Messenger (HI) said: 
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<A virgin (bride) gets seven (additional) nights (with 

her husband), and a non-virgin gets threo 2 

Urnm Salamah (hfc) also reported that when the I 
married her, he stayed with her for three nights and 
her: 
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<You are not i 

you wish, I wii 
stay seven nig] 
you wish, havi 
will how give i 

A fascinating incident in regard to the current discussion occurred 
during the rule of TJniar (Afe). Ash-Sha'bT (yfe) reported that Ka'b Bin 
SOr was sitting with 'Umar when a woman came and said, "O 
Commander of the Believers! 1 have never seen a man better than my 
husband. By Allah, he prays the night and fasts the day." Upon hearing 
this, 'Umar praised the woman and supplicated for her, and she shyly 
departed. Ka'b then said, "O Commander of the Believers! Shouldn't 



1 See the biography of Sawdah in Chapter 5. 

2 Recorded by Muslim, Ton Majah, and others. 

3 Recorded by Muslim, Abu Dawud, and Ibn Majah. 



co-wives. My judgement is to allow her husband three days and nights 
for worship, and one day and night for her." TJmar said, "By Allah, 
your first understanding (of her situation) is not more amazing than the 
second (the judgement). I hereby appoint you as judge over al-Basrah, 
and indeed, you are a remarkable judge." ' 

Punishment for Unfairness 
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1 Recorded by ibn AbT Shaybah and others. Verified to be authentic by al-AlbanT 
(Irwa' ul-GhaM no. 20)6). 

2 Recorded by Abu Dawud, an-Nasa'T, and others. Verified to be authentic by al- 
AlbanT Urwd' 'ul-Ghalil no. 2017 & Sahih ul-Jami' no. 6515). 



1 An-Nisa 4; 129. 

2 Recorded by Abu Dawud. at-TirmithT, and others. Verified to be weak by at 
AlbariT Urwd' id-G-halii no. 2018). 
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<0 'Abdullah: Haven't I been Informed that you fast 
the clays and stand the nights (In prayer)? Do not do 
that, because If you did, your eye would become 
tired, and your body will become sick, So, fast (on 
some clays) and break your fast (on others); and get 
up (for the night prayer) and sleep; for, Indeed, your 
body has a right upon you, your eyes have a right 
upon you, and your wife has a right upon you. 
Indeed, it would suffice you to fast three days from, 
each month, because you get for each good deed ten 
times its worth; thus, that would count as fasting the 
whole tirno 

'Abdullah said, "But I find in myself the strength to do more." He (S) 
replied; 

« .y,jj| Lt-ai :*JLc ijJ Xj ijli A) I [^ f .U^ ^J» 

<Fast then the way that Allah's prophet Dawud («9) 

fasted, and do not acid to it: half the time (I.e. every 
other day).> ' 

We have cited additional hadiths relating to this in the first book 
of this series. 2 



1 Recorded by al-Bukhari, Muslim, and others. 

2 See "The Quest for Love & Mercy" by the author. 



As we will see in the next chapter, it is more of the wife's than the 
husband's responsibility to perform the various chores within the home. 
However, this does not mean that the man should be absolutely 
reluctant to extend a helping hand to his wife. To the contrary, helping 
her is an expression of his love and compassion. A common excuse, 
"I have no time for that," is usually a false one. Allah's 
Messenger (.#«) was the busiest of men. He conveyed the Message, led 
the armies, ruled the Muslims, and took care of all his wives. 
Furthermore, when he was at home, he would be at the service of his 
family! Al-Aswad reported that he asked 'A 'ishah (fc$&)» "What did the 
Prophet (S) do at home?" She said: 
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"He used to be at the service of his family; and when it 
was time for prayer, he would go out to pray." ' 

'A'ishah (h|h) was also asked, "What did 
do at home?" She replied: 
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"lie acted like other men; he would mend his clothes, 
milk his goat, and serve himself," 2 



Discipline 

A leader will inevitably have to deal with the "dirty" job of discipline. 
Discipline is an important process that must be properly implemented. 
It has its rules and regulations. Violating those rules would undermine 



Recorded by al-Bukharl. 

Recorded by Ahmad, al-Bukharl (in al-Adab ul-Mufrad), and others. Verified 

to be authentic by al-AlbanT (as-Sahihah no. 671). 
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in His Book and in His Messenger's (S§l) Sunnah, 

In the following, Allah (SJ) mentions four main steps for dealing 
with rebellious wives; 
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u Bakr Ibn al-'ArabT (t<Jh) said: 

"Among the best of what 1 heard in explanation of this 
ayah is the saying of Salt! Bin jubayr, 'He (the 
husband) would admonish her. If she complies (he 
should stop there), otherwise, he would desert her. If 
she complies (he should stop there), otherwise, he 
would hit her. If she complies (he should stop there), 



An-Nisa 4:34-35. 



Ibn Kathlr commented on the words, "Exalted and 
first ayah (34) saying; 
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1 Ahkam ul-Quran 1:420. 

2 Tafsir ul-Quran il-'Azfm, 

3 Recorded by Abu Dawiid, Ibn Hibban, and others. Verified to be authentic 
al-Albant {al-Mishkat no. 3260 & S«/h7i ul-.ldmi' no. 3870). 



If admonishment fails and the wife persists on her wrong behavior, the 
husband may go to the next step, which is abandoning her bed. This 
is a strong disciplinary action that would normally shake the woman's 
being and make her realize that her husband is willing to forsake her 
bed and charms because of her rebellious behavior, which is often a 
sufficient reason for her to take heed and comply. 

The Prophet (Hi) practiced this form of discipline on some 
occasions. We will see in our discussion of the Mothers of the 
Believers that he (if*) once abandoned 'A'ishah and Hafsah. On 
another occasion, he abandoned all of his (nine) wives for twenty-nine 
days because they asked for additional financial support. Allah (§§) 
then revealed; 
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«0 Prophet! Say to your wives, "If you should desire 
the worldly life and its adornment, then come, 1 will 

provide for you and give you a gracious release. But 
If you should desire Allah and His Messenger and 
the home of the Hereafter —• then Indeed, Allah has 

prepared for* the doers of good among you a great 
re ward. » ' 

Permission of Hitting 

As we have seen in the above ayah of Sural un-Nisa (4:34), if the 
first two steps do not work with the wife and she continues to be 
disobedient and rebellious, the husband may resort to hitting her. 
However, hitting has restrictions: it should not be painful, should 



r>JL*i qU> .JLl***» 'LA^-LLj ou'U ji till <dUi j*J. LL*i /^l* 

<Lo! Take good care of the women, for they surely 
are captives under you, and you do not possess of 
them any more than that — unless they commit a 
manifest sin; If they do that, abandon them In sleep, 

and beat them lightly; If they obey you then do not 
Ill-treat them any furthers ' 

'At a (yfc) reported that he askc > ' ' 

hitting'?" He reolied, "It is to hit wi' ! ./•/',' i , n. i i 

it" 3 ' 

One might ask, "Wha >• >"- ■« i'-Ii -u , U > 

is that a woman normally ii i' > ■ use ' t mi •• ,,,,,<• 
discourtesy to her woule ■ • n'» i-d'.n ,1 / ,•{! - i h < >< .m >> i - 
rethink her actions. If, on i *<■ <„\'< « imi'l I." ,i ' , n I , i 
with her, brutal hitting won't. 

We should keep in mind that the purpose of hitting is to correct 
and remind, and not to avenge or harm. 

Disapproval of Hitting 

Even though a man is allowed to hit his wife in certain situations. 



Al-Ahzab 33:28-29. 



1 Recorded by at-Tirmith'f, an-Nasa'i, and Ibn Majah. Verified to be hasan by al- 
AlbanT (SahTh ul-Jami' no. 7880 & Irwcl' ul-Ghalfl no. 2030). 

2 Siwdk or miswak A thin and short stick (usually about 6 inches or 20 cm long), 
cut from the roots of a desert tree called ardk, and used to clean the teeth. 

3 AI-QurtubT's "Al-Jami li-Ahkam il-Quran' 5:172. 
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<Do not hit Allah's female slaves (i.e., the women)> 

Later on, "Umar came to the Prophet (#) saying, "The women have 
rebelled against their husbands," So he (S) gave the men permission 
to hit them, On the following day, many women came to Allah's 
Messenger's (©) houses (i.e., his wives') complaining. So he 
addressed the people saying: 
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Our example, Allah* s Messenger (#), never hit any of his wives. 
'A 'ishah ('?#) reported: 
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"Never (in e jIi ■ n >o. . ) hit with his hand a 
women, . ,<v>,tm v in-",i" l ■ ;xcept during jihad 
(fighting) ioi /, llah's cause. 

it is inconceivable how a man could harshly hit his wile and then 



Recorded by Abu Dawiid, Ibn an-Nasa'T, and others. Verified to be authentic 
by al-AlbaiiT (SuliTh ul-Jami no. 5137). 
Recorded by Muslim and others. 



1 Recorded by al-Bukhan, Muslim, and others. 

2 See tiie biography ol" Hafsah later in this book. 



("he Man's Degree Over the Woman 



Allah (tif) has appointed the man as the u 
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An-Nisd 4:34, 



tier ir she GCVUttCS. 

That gives the man a major responsibility in running the family, 
and qualifies him for a number of rights, Those rights are to be 
rendered to him by the other family members and, above all, his wife, 
This is the "degree" or "edge" that Allah awarded to the man over the 
woman. Allah (B$) says: 
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I Al-Buqarah 2:228. 



As stated above, a woman's obedience to her husband is part of her 
obedience to Allah (ii). Therefore, giving him his rights is part of 
fulfilling Allah's rights. "Abdullah Bin Abl Awfi reported that Allah's 
Messenger (H) said; 
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d,.. ( > 



( ' 



Recorded by at-Tirrnithi, Ahmad, al-Hakim. and Ibn ivlujah. Verified to be 

authentic by al-AlbanT (irwa' ul '-(ifialil no. 1998 and Salu'n ul-Jdnif no. 5239. 

5294). 

Recorded by Ahmad, lbn Majah. and Ibn Hibban, Verified to be hnsan bv al- 

AlbnnT iirwa' ul-Ghalil no. 1998 and Sahfh itl-Jdint no. 5295). 
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The Prophet (.H) expresses the woman's absolute submission to her 
husband's authority in a hadlth that may appear repulsive to some, Abu 
Satd al-Khudrl (4#ef) reported that Allah's Messenger (.H) said: 



« ,AA9- Oil U IfLm^-Jj) A»-j3 4j CJLS" _J jl Al>j"j ^J-J, rjjJI JpO) 

<A husband's right upon his wife is such that if he 
had an ulcer and she licked It for hlrn, she would not 
fulfill his right by that.> 2 

Similarly, Anas («§») reported that Allah's Messenger (.#?) said: 

c5 *,Jj tjUlj . i^S, Ala- *Jiil /j.,« L|->J_>J A?wJ jl iljil O^Ti 

p-fciJU ^fc^wwij iLs»jJ <UwJj ^Jm II 4,-^>aJ ,%_* jl _yJ ( aju-j 

« , AJb- O i I U i <U»*dj C-Jul I *J i X; JLaJ I » 

<It is not permissible for a human being to prostrate 
to another human being, Were It permissible for* a 
human being to prostrate to another human being, 
I would have commanded the woman to prostrate to 
her husband because of his great right upon her. By 
the One in Whose hand is my soul, if he (the 
husband) had, from his feet to the top of his head, 
an ulcer oozing blood and pus, and she came to lick 
it off for him, she would not have fulfilled his 
righl,> - 1 



1 Recorded by at-TabaranT and al-Bazzar. Verified to be authentic by al-AlbaiiT 
(Sahih ul-Jclmi no. 5259). 

2 Recorded by al-Hakim, Ibn Hibban, and others. Verified to be authentic by al- 
AlbanT {Sahih ul-.Iamt no. 3148). 

3 Recorded by Ahmad and an-Nasai. Verified to be authentic by al-AlbanT 
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Is the Husband Better? 



One may wonder, "What is so great about the husband that the woman 
is required to perform heroic or impossible acts to please him?" In 
answering this question, we have to understand the following 
principles: 
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(Sahih ul-Jami' no. 7725). 



Showing Gratitude 

As we have discussed above, the husband normally has many favors 
upon his wife. Those favors are not limited to the financial privilege 
which, even though is usually true, is not always the case. A woman 
should show gratitude to her husband, and should return his favors in 
flip form of kindness and ooori treatment. 



<One of you might stay with her parents for a lonp 
time (before marriage), ASJIfa would then grant her 
a righteous husband, and grant her children from 
him. She would then get angry for some reason and 
turn ungrateful, saying to him, "I have never seen 
any good from you."> ' 

'Abdullah Bin 'Umar, Abu Hurayrah. and Ann SAn 
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Recorded by an-Nasa'T (in al-Kubra) and others. Verified to be authentic by al- 
Albanl (as-Sahihah no. 289). 



Recorded by ai-Bukhan (in al-Adub ul-Mufrad). Ahmad, and others. Veit 
to be authentic by al-AlbanT (as-Sahihaii no. 823). 



The Woman's Mental and Religious Deficiencies 



It is important to note the following in regard to the above hachth: 



Allah's Messenger (S) described the woman as being mentally 
deficient in comparison with the man. This should not be taken out 
of context. Her deficiency is derived from the fact that Allah (Jfe) 
requires two female witnesses in the place of one male, so that one 
of them would possibly remind the other if she forgets 2 . This 
"forgetting" is caused by the woman usually being more emotional 
than the man, and more involved in the household affairs and less 
in the affairs of the outside world Thus the Pmnhrf's ('») 
statement is an expression oi < 1- ndiii i n< i<i .1 
and woman's natures. It it 1 1 > ''" 1 '*"'b ■ ■ ' 

she is considered more en > 1 1 ' n< >' >" > ' 

considered less emotional uv\ > , in H < m 1 >>■ 
defeat him in his own arena' 



1 1 1 1 , 1 

1 I f M 



2. Similarly, tne worn m 
explained by that n< 
Thus, it is again .< 
supposedly ui a su <« 
oravs and fasts nic 



ti 1 1 i ' 1 i 1 n i 1 

Ui in in h 1 ' 

,11 1 i -11 1 ' 1 1 1 * I 1 » !/ 

1 1 ill 1 1 1 H ' 



Recorded by al-Bukhan. Muslim, and others. 
See crf-Buqarah 2:282. 



The Best of Women 

The best of women is that who is good and kind to her husband. Abu 
Uthaynah as-Sadaff (Tfe) reported that Allah's Messenger (iH) said; 

.4JJ1 (_/uyl lil i4«*jlj-ft_JI <u_MJi^a«JI lioijjl i^JjJI «j\j L**J ,,,.,;>•)) 
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<The best 
of many 
comforting 

iaqwii, of Allah. 
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Ibn 'Abbas ('viT) reported that 



! Recorded by Ahmad. al-Hakim. and others. Verified to be liasan bv al-Alban 
(Sahib ul-Jumi' no. 1509), 

2 Recorded by al-Bayhaqi' (m as-Siaiaii) and others. Verified to be authentic b\ 
al-AlbanT (Sahih ui-Jami no. 3330 & as-Saluhah no. 1849). The last part o 
it (about the crow) is also recorded by Ahmad and others from Amr Bin ai 
'As (-we) and verified to be authentic by ai-Albani (as-Saluhah no. 1850). 



-Should I not tell you of your men v 
people of Jannahl The prophets w. 
the siddlqs (most truthful) will be in Jannah; the 

shahids (martyrs) will be In Jannah; a baby (dying 
before puberty) will be In jannah'; and a man who 
visits his brother In a distant loca. 
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Recorded by Tamniam ar-RazT. !bn 'Asakir, and others. Verified to be hasan 
by al-AlbanT (as-SahThah no. 287). 

Recorded by Ahrn.ad, at-TirmithT, and others. Verified to be authentic by al- 
AlbanT (SahJh id-Jam? no. 7192 & as-Soluhah no. 173), 



instructing the woman to obey her husband and cooperate well wi 
him in maintaining the family. There are other texts that are even mo 
explicit in this regard. 

Abu Hurayrah (4&) reported that Allah's Messenger (0) said: 
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<There are two Individuals whose prayer does not 
rise above their heads: a slave running away from 
his masters — until he returns to them, and a 
woman who disobeys her husband — until she 
returns (to obedience).> ' 



Serving the Husband 



Part of a wife's obedience to her husband is to serve him to her best 
ability. That includes performing the daily chores, serving his food, and 
so on, We again site the hadith reported by Mu'ath Bin Jabal (4«) that 
Allah's Messenger (H) said: 

41 a woman knew her husband's right, she would 
not sit while he Is eating his dinner or supper until 
he finishes eating.> 2 

No woman is exempt from this responsibility — unless her 
husband elects to relieve her. Even a woman as noble as the 
Prophet's (H) daughter found herself responsible for that. 

'AH (4i>) reported that his wife Fatimah (ta§&), the Prophet's (H) 
daughter, went to the Prophet (4®) complaining about the bad effect of 
the stone hand-mill on her hand. She did not find him, and left him a 
message with 'A'ishah (^b) asking him to give her a maid from 
among the captives that he had recently received. When 'A'ishah (\#A 
told him of his daughter's need, he went to her house, entered, and 



1 Recorded by al-Hakim and at-TabaranT. Verified to be authentic by al-AlbanT 
(Saluh ul-Jamf no. 136 & as-Sahlhah no. 288). 

2 Recorded by at-TabaranT and al-Bazzar. Verified to be authentic by al-AlbanT 
(Sahlh ul-Jami' no. 5259). 
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<Shall I not direct you to something better than what 
you have requested? When you go to bed say, 
"Subhan Allah — exalted is Allah," thirty-three 
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Guidelines for Obedience 



1. A woman's obedience to her husband is an obediei 
in the first place, because He ordered it. 

2. The women should obey her husband as long as obeying h 



mi is 



1 Recorded by al-Bukharf, Muslim, and others. 

2 Zdd ul-Ma'dd 5:160. 



The husband should only oe ooeyecl in matters that do not mvol 
disobeying Allah (ftf ). 
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Part of her kindness toward her husband, the woman should do her 
best to please him — making sure that what she does is not displeasing 
to Allah (II), 



A good woman attempts to please her husband with her appearance 
Abu Hurayrah (■>#) reported that the Messenger (AA) said: 
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; that who pleases him (I.e. lie 
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>i Sal am (#0 reported that Allah's 
'/ho are the best of women?" He replied: 



<The best of women Is that who pleases you when 
you look at her, obeys you -when you order her, and 

safeguards you during your absence in regard to 

Recorded by Ahmad, an-NasaT, and al-Hakim. Verified to be authentic by al- 
Albanl (SahTh ul-Jcimi no. 3298 & as-SahThah no. 1838). 
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piaeneiiig Muslim woman: her hijab, modesty, and virtue would 
bring great joy and pleasure into a true believer's heart and soul. 

Admitting People Only with His Permission 

A v.")!!!,*!,) should nor *il"low anyone mb> hi , in,',bn,ir. ;; !i 0l .< : ,- -,,,,, 
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ftSKING FOR DIVORCE WITHOUT HEASON 



A righteous woman would not ask her husband for divorce without 
good reason. Only if she finds that lie is causing her a real harm in he 
faith or well-being would she be justified to seek divorce. Th 



1 Recorded by at-Tabaram (in al~KabTr) and others. Verified to be authentic by 
al-AlbanT (SahTh ul-Jami' no. 3299 & as-SahThah no. 1838), 

2 Recorded by al-Bukhiiri and Muslim. 
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without a (good) reason, the fragrance of Jannah will 



Asking the husband for divorce demonstrates ungratefulness, and 
undermines the husband's authority and efforts toward his wife. It is 
a blow in his face that is not allowed in Islam without a valid excuse, 

A Mother's Advice to Her Daughter 



he following is an advice from a JahilJ mother to her daughter on her 
wedding day. It reflects a great and mature experience, and concisely 
puts in a nutshell the most important actions that a woman should 
consider in order to please her husband, 

UrniTi Ayiis Bint 'Awf Bin Muslim ash-Shaybani was given in 
marriage to 'Amr Bin Hijr, the king of Kindah v Shortly before her 
wedding, her mother LJmamah Bint al-Harith took her aside and told 
licr: 

"O my daughter! If the advice were to be left olf the 
virtuous and well-mannered, you would he in no need 
of advice. However, the advice reminds the forgetful 
and guides the wise. And it a woman were to forsake 

parents' wealth or their 
i least need for 
larriage, However, the women have been made lor the 
len, and for them were the men made. 

O my daughter! You are now departing Irom trie 



marriage because or nc 

fondness of her, you would be • 



surely be your servant, Be his earth (in submission), and 
he will be your sky (in protection), And preserve for 
him ten qualities, and they will be a treasure for you: 



1. 

2. 
3. 



Submit to him by showing contentment (in regard to 

what he gives you). 

Listen to him and obey him in the best manner. 

Guard where his eye looks, so that it will not fall on 

anything ugly from you. 

Guard what his nose smells, so that he will not 

smell from you but the best aroma. 

Respect his meal times, for the attack of hunger is 

a cause for rage. 

Respect his sleep times, for the disturban 

is a cause of annoyance. 

Safeguard his wealth by employing g< >• 

Care for his children and servants I 

good planning. 

Do not disobey any of his commands • , 

you would bring resentment into his !»■. , 

Do not disclose any of his secrets, h i 

you would not be secure from his rw < 



or sleep 



ten 



GO 



Furthermore, do not display joy when he is worried, nor 
sadness when he is happy, for this will breed hatred. 
And remember, my daughter, that the more you please 
him, the more he honors you. And remember that you 
will not attain what you desire from him unless you 
give preference to his likes over yours." '' 



Recorded by Ahmad, Abu Dawud, and others. Verified to be authentic by 
AlbanT (Saliih id -J ami no. 2706 & Irwa' id-Ghaltt no. 2035). 
A Yamanl 'bribe. 



Recorded in al-AyJidnT by al-Asbaham Cl'iihfai ul-'Ariis p. 91-92) 



We have discussed earlier that chastii ' , • ■ ■ > ' 

A man preserves his chastity by t" > ■■>■, i 

instead of directing it toward prohib." ■> <-n- ■ ,■•>..< h ■ -•■ • 

obligation upon the wife to be always availaolc iOi me euiisumniauoii 

of her husband's desire; and it is a major sin for her to deny her 

husband the intimate pleasure that he seeks with her, 

'Abdullah Bin AbT Awfa (aSA reported that Allah's Messenger (.#) 
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i Recorded bv Ahmad, Ibn Majah. rind others. Verified to be authentic by ah 

AlbanT (Adah uz-'Zifaf p. 84). 
2 Recorded bv abBazAir and others. Verified to be autheiiiic by al-Albani" (as 

Sahihuh no. 1203 & SahTh ul-.lfuni' no. 533). 
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Denial of Intimate pleasure Is a Major Sin 
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! Recorded by Ahmad, an-Nasa'T. and others. Verified to 
Albanf (as-Saluhah no. 1202 & Sahifi ul-.lami' no. 534). 

2 Recorded by al-Bukhari, Muslim, and others. 

3 Recorded by al-Bukhaii", Muslin), and others. 
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iecl and she refuses bet 
eavens would be angry 



with her until he (her husband) Is pleased with 
her.> ' 

Abu Umamah (4b) reported that Allah's Messenger (0) said: 

« .jjAjli* *J pAj ^jj (lUlj . JaAU I4J* l 4AUJ> CJL »ly>l_j 

<There arc three individuals whose prayers do not 
rise above their ears (i.e., is not accepted): a weeing 
slave until he returns (to his master), a woman who 
spends the night while her husband is angry with 
her. and a man who leads some people and they 
dislike IiiiTL> ' 

No Voluntary Fasting Without His Permission 

Since the wife should he ready and willing to fulfill her husband's 
desire at all times, she is not allowed to fast voluntarily without hii 
oermission. The reason for this prohibition is that her "voluntary* 
fasting could interfere with her "obligatory" fulfillment of his desire. 
Abu Hurayrah (4fe) reported that Allah's Messenger (#) said: 
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1 Recorded by Muslim. 

2 Recorded by at-Tirmithi. Verified to be hasan by al-Albani (SahTh ul-Jamt no. 

3057). 
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she may not admit anyone into his 
he Is present, except with his 



without his permissior 



Moderateness in Worship 



Similar to lasting, tnc woman should 
performing her acts of worship, because thai eeuid u;s 
her obligation toward her husband. 
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1 Recorded by al-Bukhan, Muslim, and others 



Safwan continued, "As for her saying that I do not pray until the sun 
rises, it is because we are from a family that is known to be like that 
(heavy sleepers). We cannot wake up until it is close to sunrise,'' 
Allah's Messenger (S) said: 
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vet three (types of) individuals trial you need 



Recorded by Abu Dawud, Ahmad, and others. Verified to be authentic by at 
Albanl' (as-Sahihuh no. 395 & 2172, and Irwd' ul-GhalU no. 2004). 



sufficed her from all worldly worries -™ she adorns 
herself in his absence (to other men). So, you need 
not ask about those.> ' 

avoiding Unnecessary talk with Other Men 



1 Recorded by al-Bukhar'f (in al-Adab al-Mufrad) and al-Hakim. Verified to be 
authentic by al-AlbanT (Sahih ul-Jdmi' no. 3058 & as-Saluhah no. 542), 

2 Recorded by at-TabaranT (in at-Kabi'r). Verified to be authentic by al-Albani' 
(Sahih id- J dim no. 6813 & as-Sahihah no. 652), 



ibn 'Abbas (#») reported that Allah's Messenger (S) said: 

« ..^ Lfw *i\ J>j UJUi J*-*i X? t^ ^ t 9 "^ '^' - r * Lj "^ 

<A woman may not travel except with a mahram. 
And no (unrelated) man may come Into her presence 
unless she has a mahram with her.> 2 

Avoiding Travelling without Mahrams 

A woman may not travel without a mahram. Travel is a state in which 
a person is weaker and more liable to attacks or temptations. Even in 
today's modernized travel, a woman must have a man with her to 
protect and help her. 

Abu Huravrah (4») reported that Allah's 
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And Abu Huravrah (Ae) reported that Alia 
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<Jt is not perniissiuie tor 

distance of a Oarirl (one mailing station) ** except in 

the company of a mahram who Is prohibited for her 



(to marry).> 



1 Recorded by Muslim and Ahmad. 

2 Recorded by al-Bukhan, Muslim, and others. 

3 Recorded by Muslim. 

4 Ibn Khuzaymah defined this as 12 HashimT miles. Each HashimT mile is 4000 
arm spans (60 cm), or 2.4 km, or 1.5 mi. Thus, a band is less than 20 miles. 

5 Recorded by Abu Dawud. al-Hakim, and others. Verified to be authentic by al- 
Albani (Sahih ul-Jami no. 7302 & as-SahThah no. 2421). 
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The Prophet (H) prohibited that and indicated that a \ 
it would not deserve Allah's cover and protection, 

Abu al-Mallh al-HuthalT ($>) reported that some women from 
Hims ' visited 'A'ishah (^). She asked them, "Are you from the 
people who allow their women to go to public baths." They replied, 
"Yes." She then said that she heard Allah's Messenger (0) say: 
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1 A Shatni town north of Damascus. 

2 Recorded by Ahmad, at-TinnithV, Ibn Maj;i 
authentic by al-Albanl (Sahlh ul-.ldmi' no. 2710). 

3 Recorded by Ahmad, al-Hakim, and others. Verified to be authentic by 
AlbanT (Sahlh ul-Jcimi' no. 2708), 



In general, the woman's normal abode is her home, it provides tier 
with protection and security, and keeps her away from suspicious 
situations. A Muslim woman would not go in and out of her home 
without necessity. She would shy away from any place where she 
chances mixing with men or being in their close proximity, Allah 
advises the Mothers of the Believers, as well as all other women after 
them, by saying: 

yourselves as was the 
Jahiliyyah.» ' 



"O Allah's Messenger! You are the most beloved of 
Allah's creation to me, and you are dearer to me than 
my hearing and eyesight. But I would hate for you to be 
annoyed by these boys morning and evening. And 
indeed, the husband's right is great. So I am afraid that 
if I turn ray care toward my husband, I would neglect 
my •I'ild.erf , ih'hi, 'inn if I ui / ■ ii' ow'.cd my 



Allah's Messenger (W) said: 



Fulfillment of this responsibility is a good act that the Prophet (Sft) 



Al-Ahzab 33:33. 
An-Nisa 4:34. 



A woman may no< <n >,<-,. 
his permission or -li.j'i" > < 
mind) — not < 3 v< u \ 



Recorueo n\ liiu.m u<i i> hh << u i um i i 

Sahfhah ho i i ' li> \> i <>, ill ' miilic i t ) " t i i 1 

BukharT, I'Ui'lnii ono oih i homi ini iin ri,iii i i m i 
(see as-Sahihah no. 2524). 



Food Is Part of the Trust 

Food is part of the woman's trust that she should not dispense without 
her husband's permission, Abu Umamah al-Bahill (4») and others 
reported that the Messenger (II) said in a speech during his Farewell 
Pilgrimage: 

.CjJJ^j'M «4i> gp-jji tf Ja*\ AS aUI rjl» 

« • U>jj cpk ^! k^i c^ M »U' ^ ^5 

<AHah has appointed for everyone his due right; thus 
no bequest may be made to a (standard) heir. And a 
woman may not spend anything from her house 
without her husband's permissions 



Someone asked, "O Allah's Messenger' Not even loocl/" He replied, 

A Shared Reward 

If a woman gives charity from her husband's money, knowing that he 
would not object to that, she would get half of the reward and he the 
other half, 

Abu Hurayrah {4h) reported that Allah's Messenger (0) said: 






<when a woman gives cnarity from tier husbano s 
earnings, without his instruction, he gets half of the 



1 Recorded by Abu Dawud. Verified to be authentic by al-AlbanT (Sahih ul-.ldmi 
no. 7626 &as-Sahi'hah no. 825). 

2 Recorded by Abu Dawud, Ibn Majah, and others. Verified to be authentic by 
al-AlbanT (Sah'fh AM Dawud no. 3044). 
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<It is not permissible for a woman to fast, while her 
husband is present, without his permission — - except 
for Rnmodnn- Nor is it permissible fo r her in admit 
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1 Recorded by al-Bukhan, Muslim, and others. 

2 Recorded by al-Bukhan. 

3 Recorded by al-Bukhari, Muslim, and others. 
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nusband decides not to buy a car tor his teenage son, but the wife 

interferes saying, "I will buy him one from my own money." 

Therefore, Allah (H), the most Wise, has decreed that a woman 

may not spend of her own money without her husband's permission (or 

implicit consent). 

'Abdullah Bin 'Amr and Ka'b Bin Malik (;§>) reported that: Allah's 

Messenger (H) said: 
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1 Recorded by Ahmad, Ibn Majah, and others. Verified to be authentic by a! 
AlbanT (SahTh ul-Jamf no. 7238). 

2 Recorded by Abu Dawud and al-Hakim. Verified to be authentic by al-Alban" 
(SahTh ul-Jamf no. 7625 ckas-SahThah no. 825), 



Tending the children is a shared responsibility between the two 
spouses. However, it is more emphasized for the wife because she 
normally spends more time with the children and is in position to 
exercise more supervision and guidance with them, 

Raising Her Children According to Islam 

The children are the greatest fruit of marriage, They are a standing 
demonstration of its success or failure. Guarding the children from all 
harm and raising them upon the good Islamic teaching is the only sure 
protection from Satan and the hellfire. Allah {§&) says: 

a AiJI Ljsijjfj IjU *£JLs>!j IjAAJol Iji \jJ*aU rviJI LfjLj) 
s ^jifjt I U aJJ I j ^awu *i c i I n,.i Jy "%i. iS^LLt L4JU. 5 j LjkjkJ I j 

«0 you who believe! Protect yourselves and your 
families from a Fire whose fuel is people and stones. 
Appointed over it are angels who are harsh and 
severe. The? do not disobey Allah In what he 
commands them but do what they are 
commanded.» ' 

Tending her children is one of the woman's greatest 
responsibilities. Fulfilling it brings pleasure and happiness to her heart 
and her husband's. She should seriously handle this responsibility and 
never abandon it for the sake of earning some trivial money outside the 
home or watching some worthless shows on the television. 

Breast-Feeding the Children 

A woman has the obligation of breast feeding her children up to two 
complete years. Allah (fff) says: 



At-Tahrim 66:6. 



a »1 •' * 



YYT l^lJI <telee/J( pei 

«Mothers should nurse their children two complete 
years — for whoever desires to complete the nursing 
term.» ' 

A woman may not forsake this important obligation unless she has 
an Islamic/ally acceptable excuse, such as a genuine medical problem. 
Women who deny their children their nursing rights are liable to 
punishment in the grave and in the Hereafter. 

Abu Umamah al 
said: 

< Laj %> ufi ^i ■'■ ' • ! * ' • ■ ' , 



you. > 

continued: 
Tju«ui c,A_ r A,j \h\ c, ' r T I ■ , _■ ■ I ' > 

«". )Lili Jjii l\j£, tljs'bljJLj ""olj-^ill ftjjs* U" :CM 

So I aseens 
mountain. 1 
those cries? 
the people of the Fire."> 



He (ti) continued: 



1 Al-Bciqamh 2:233. 
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He (S) continued; 
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He (.iil) continued: 

<We SMjvfd oh until I saw boys playing !«.-%% mt fwo 
rivers. I asked, "Who are Ihose? 5 "' They replug, 
" T> "'"-'" •'"-" the believers' offspring: (yd w rfk befi«v 
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He (#) 



continued: 



1 Recorded by (hn Khuzayniah (no. 1986!, Ibn Hibban. ami others. Verified to 
be authentic by al-Albanl (Snhih ut-1'arvjnh no. Wj ). 
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Introduction 

The title "Mothers of the Believers" refers to the wives of the 
Prophet (S). Allah (ft) is the One who granted them this title: 
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Al-Ahzcib 33:6. 
AI-Ahzab 33:53. 



2, Tarajimu A' lam in-Nisd (Biographies of the Important "Women), 
Radwan Da'bul, Mu'assasat ur-Risalah, Beirut, 1419 (1998), 

3, At-Tdnkh ul-Jslami (The Islamic History), Mahmud Shakir, ah 
Maktab ul-IslamT, Beirut, 1411 (1991). 



Khadfiah Bint Khywavlid 
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1 Damascus and the surrounding lands, 

2 Whereas the girls are known and confirmed, the historians differ in regard to 
the boys — to the extent that some of them say that he had no boys at all from 
Khadljah, and others say that he only had al-Qasim, and so on. 






uhammad, give salam to Khadljah from her 



Lordb 



Khadljah was one of the three complete women that Allal 












1 Recorded by al-Bukhan, Muslim, and others. 

I A dish made of bread and meat broth. It is full of nutrients and easy to digc 

3 Recorded by al-Bukhan, Muslim, and others from Abu Musa al-Ashan. Tf 

part about Khadljah is only recorded by Ibn Mardawayh from Qurrah Bin Iv; 

(see Sahlh ul-Jclmt no. 4578). 



<The best of the people's women are four: Maryam 
Bint Imran, Khadijah Bint Khuwaylid, Fatimah 
Bint Muhammad, and Asiyah the wife of Pharaoh.> ' 

The Prophet (S) did not marry before Khadijah, and did not marry 
another woman while she was married to him. When she died, he was 

deeply grieved. 

c A'ishah 0?&.) said that when Allah's Messenger (#) mentioned 
Khadijah, he would not get bored of mentioning her, praising her, and 
seeking Allah's forgiveness for her. One day, her jealousy won over 
m ,i she commented, "Allah has given you better than that old woman. 
She saw signs of extreme anger on his face. She felt so sorry tor 
saving that/and thought to herself, "O Allah, if you take away four 
Messenger's anger, 1 will never again say anything bad aooui ner. 
When the Prophet (B) noticed her regret he said: 



,l;JI 



AA si 



Lj fi3h 'u-^ 1 ^ M ' l ^ ""~*' 
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Alow could you have said that! By Allah, she 

believed in me when the other people rejected me, 
and sheltered me when the other people expelled me, 
And I was granted children from her, whereas you 
(other wives) were denied to have children from me.> 

'A'ishah added, "He continued to say that to me, morning and 

evening, for a full month." " _ 

In another report, 'A'ishah A#) said that Allah's Messenger (m) 

said: 



1 Recorded by Ahmad, at-TirmithT. and others, from Anas and Jabir. Verified to 
be authentic by al-Alban! (SahTli ul-Jcinu no. 3328 & 3143). 

2 Recorded by ad-DulabT m atlv-Tlmrnxat ui-Taiumh. Verified to be hasan by 
Shu'ayb al-Arnaut (Siyaru /Clam m-Nubala 2:1 12). 



« . b> ,,A A j , ^La fl" j < I* A 5 «A I , gii) )} t.^UjI , ^j> ^ A* ' e 

<No, Allah did not give me anyone who is better, S1A. 
believed In me when the other people disbelieved, 
made me a partner in her wealth when the other 
people refused to give me, and Allah granted me 
children from her whereas he denied me children 
from anyone else.> ' 

Khadijah (AllO ranks high among the Muslim women of all time. 

This was a result of her unwavering support of her best of husbands. 
She believed in him, offered him emotional and financial support, and 
reassured him in times of worry. Allah granted h« 1 -"/mA i' . '•'• 
crucial role that she played in the life of the PropA .("'') '"" • ' 
in the life of every Muslim. The Prophet treasure- ■ ■■ < > , 

kept relations with her friends long after her dead - ' ■'< 
the position of being the mother of all the <■- - < . 
Prophet (0). All Muslim women should benefit f- ,• 
Khadijah. 

Khadijah (Ale) died three years before Hiirah, and was buried in ah 
Hajun (a mountain above Makkah). She was then about sixty-five years 
old. 



Sawdah Bint Zam'ah 

Sawdah Bint Zam'ah Bin Qa/ A 1 ) '<,«<!«. 

previously married to as-Sal -a , !*■■ , i m . 
were among the earliest peo}A ' ■ • "> •< '" < 
him to al-Habashah (Abyssin > >■ < ! < 
Prophet (#) later on married 1 ■ << « • • • '•» 
Ramadan on the tenth year ol n n - A • «■>'> <i i.< 
m her fifties when they got n 1 ■ ■ <i .,< , < \ < \ / 
brought her to join him in al-Madlnah. 



Recorded by Ahmad, and substantiated by the previous report. 
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iici m Oidci to appease lum — an cast, he had airy thoughts of 
divorcing her. 

She was a large, noble, and respectable woman, She died in ah 
Madlnah near the end of the khilafah of 'Umar (4»). 



A gin 01 nine may stnl De a tew years too young km marriage in most ot 
today's cultures. However, the standards concerning the age of marriage were 
very different in earlier cultures. There are many documented eases of girls 
getting married in their early "teens", and thereafter living a most normal life 
and bearing many healthy children. That is by far better than the free practice 
of fornication among most of the so-called "civilized" young girls of our time, 
winch has led to numerous cases of "teen" pregnancy, fatherless children, 
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Seeking the blessing from Allah's Messenger's (rr&j i,„. 



etc saio; 






<Do not combine hunger witti iymg.> 
■Aishah's Youth 

Allah's Messenger (S) saw the childish side in 'A'ishah's nature 
during her early years with him, and dealt with this understandably, 
She narrated: 

"I used to play with dolls, and some of my young 
female friends used to come to play with me. When 
Allah's Messenger (S) came home, they would hide 
away; and when he left, they would come back. And he 
used to send them to play with me." ' 

She also narrated that when Allah's Messenger (A&) came hack 
from the battle of Tabuk (or Khaybar), she had an alcove covered with 
a curtain. The wind blew away the curtain exposing some dolls. He 
asked, oYLiJU L U» L» <What Is this, O < A > ishah?> She replied, 
"These are my dolls," He saw in their midst a horse with leather wings 
and asked, «V l >4k»j, ^J ^JJl li* U» <What is this that ! see in their 
midst?> She said, "A horse." He asked, «V*JU jDl LI* Lj» <And what 
Is that thing on it?> She replied, "Two wings." He exclaimed, 
<0\jAU*.u lJ ..A» <A horse with two wlngs?> She said, "Haven't you 
heard that Sulayman had horses with wings'?" So he laughed until she 
could see his inner teeth, 3 

'A'ishah (tAe) reported that once when she was very young she 
went with die Prophet (W) on a journey. At one point he told his 
companions, « .\y,x&» <Move ahead of us,> Then he told her, 
« ALLS j,> Juo> <Come. let me race you.> They raced, and she won 



1 Recorded by Ahmad. Verified to be luisan by al-Alban! (Adah uz-Zifiifp. 92). 

2 Recorded by al-Bukhan. Muslim, and others, 

3 Recorded by Abu Dawud, an-Nasa!, and others. Verified to be authentic by al- 
Alban! (Sahih AM Dawud no. 4123). 
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Aishali (p|ej also reported triat once some Abyssimans came as 
a delegation to the Prophet (0). During a "id day, they played "inside 
the Masjid with their spears. 'Umar («$&) wanted to stop them, but the 
Prophet (S) told hire, «. f4 «» <Leave them alono 2 The Prophet (II) 
stood at the door leading from 'A'ishah's room into the Masjid and 
invited her to stand behind him and watrh chAr W n !Pq en,, .Jaa^a. 
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The Prophet (S) loved 'A'ishah (TI0) more than all his other wives, 
'Amr Bin al-'As (4i>) reported that he asked Allah's Messenger (0), 
"O Allah's Messenger! Who is_ the most beloved to you among the 
people?" He replied, «.XiJU» <'A'ishah.> He asked, "And from among 
the men?" He replied, « , U^!» <Her fathers 2 

The ProDhet's (H) extreme love to 'A'ishah (T|fe) was a public 
knowledge among the Muslims — and he (S) would not love but 
siood things, Thus he chose the best two ind ' >' ' ' ' 

his beloved ones. When a person loves them, in <i -vonm i i-. i • 

love of Allah and his Messenger (S); and v. . i ».- ', ■ d •• 
he would not be worthy of the love ot Allah •■• i ' ■ ' ' 



T'Ht Great Slander 
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[lie excellence of 'A'ish 
the excellence of tharld over other types of foodb " 



<Tlie excellence of 'A'ishah over other women is like 



This excellence must be based on a divine command, which made the 
Prophet (lf&) love her more than his other wives. 

As will be seen in the next chapter, 'A'ishah (Tie) was the only 
one among the Mothers of the Believers that Jibril came with the 
revelation to the Prophet (0) while he was under the same blanket 
with her. On a number of occasions, the Prophet (II) would say to hen 



1 Recorded by al-Bukhari from "A'ishah (';#>). 

2 Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim. 

3 Recorded by al-BukMri, Muslim, and others from Anas. A similar statement has 
been cited earlier from the hadlth of Abu Miisa. 
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Allah has declaim 



Recorded by al-Bukhari. Muslim, and other 
An-Nur 24:1 1-20. 



ft'iSHAI 



Despite the great love that the Prophet (|>) showed to 'A'ishah (y$b), 
she was extremely jealous over him. Some incidents demonstrating this 
are cited in the next chapter. It is interesting to note, as we saw earlier, 
that her jealousy extended to Khadljah (^) who died three years 
before her marriage. She said: 



"I was never jealous of any woman as much as I was 
jealous of Khadljah — because of Allah's 
Messenger's (3H) frequent mention of her." 2 

Anas and Umm Salamah (ti») reported that once when the 
Prophet (0>) was in 'A'ishah' s house with some of his companions, 
Umm Salamah sent to him a plate of food. When 'A'ishah (AA) saw 
it, she took a rock the size of a hand and hit the plate with it, breaking 
if: to two pieces. The Prophet (iH) gathered the plate's parts and told 
his companions: 



<Eat — ~ your mother has bee 
mother has been jealous, > 



to they ate. ihe erophet 
louse, sent a good plate 
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AlbanI Urwd' ul-GhalTl no. 1523). 
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She asked, "O Allah's Messenger! Do you not have a devil?" He 

replied: 
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<¥es maeed, bat Ailah helped me against him so that 
he embraced Islam. > ' 

A ishah (fc§&) reported b -w ■ h ,.,. ,-,<!, , ■ 
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looking for him and found h. n .,i::y..,<, . /,- 
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1 Recorded by an-Nasal. Verified to be authentic by al-Alban! (Sahtlm Swum 
NasciT no. 3696). 

2 Recorded by Muslim, aii-Nastu, and others. 
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house. As soon as she lied down, he (If?) enteret 
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Messenger?" He (S) instructed: 
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A graveyard to the north of the Prophet's (Bfi) Masjid in which many of the 

sahabuh and Mothers of the Believers wqere buried. 

A nickname with winch Allah's Messenger (#ft) sometimes called his wife. 



iseeorued by Muslim, Ahmad, and othei 
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In the first and last lives," ' 

'A'ishah' s and her supporters' involvement in that fight was based 
on ijtihdd, and was for the pleasure of Allah, Yet, they realized later 
that their position was wrong, and 'A'ishah Os|l>) deeply regretted that 
till her last days. 



Death 



'A'ishah (teffe) conveyed a great amount of knowledge from the 
Prophet (H) and a number of his companions, including Abu Bakr and 
'Ulnar (t|s). Her recorded narrations are more than two thousand, three 
hundred of which are recorded in al-Bukhari, Muslim, or both. 

'A'ishah (to§b) was generous and charitable, and she lived a very 
moderate living. 

'A'ishah (bffe) died in 57 H in al-Madlnah and was buried in ah 
Baql'. 



Zaynab Bint Khuiaymah 

Zaynab Bint Khuzaymah Bin al-Harith Bin 'Abdillab al- 
Hilaliyyah (tr&S) was also called Umm ul-MasakTn (Mother of the 
Needy) because of her great benevolence. She and Maymunah were 
maternal sisters. 

She was previously married to at-Tufayl Bin al-Harith. After his 
death, his brother TJbaydah Bin al-Harith married her. The latter was 
killed in the battle of Uhud, so Allah's Messenger ($&) married her 
soon thereafter. 

She remained with Allah's Messenger (#) only for about two 
months and then died at the age of thirty. She was the first of the 
Mothers of the Believers to be buried in al-Baql'. 



Recorded by al-Bukhan and at-Tirmithi. 



Lineage 

Umm Salamah's (^) name was Hind Bint AbT Umayyah. She was 
from the Makhzum branch of the Quraysh. She was the cousm of 
Khalid Bin al-Walld and Abu Jahl Bin Hisham. 

She was a most beautiful woman, and of a most honorable descent. 

She was among the first Muslim women who migrated to ai- 
Madlnah. Prior to the Prophet (S), she was married to his foster- 
brother, Abii Salamah Bin 'Abd il-Asad al-Makhzum! (4t»). 

Marriage to the Prophet 

Umm Salamah (i;#) reported that she once 
Messenger (3ft) say: 
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ocoking hu liand m niamage. ohe told turn, i nave a daughter (to 
look after), and am a jealous woman (and you have several wives)." So 
Allah's Messenger (#0 said: 



In. another report, Umm Salamah (\*$b) said that when Abu 
Salamah («§&) died, she went to the Prophet (0) and told him, "O 
Allah's Messenger (H)! Abu Salamah has passed away," He instructed 
her to say: 

<0 Allah, forgive me and him, and succeed him for 
me with that which Is good.> 
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Umm Salamah was the last of the Mothers of the Believers to die. She 
lived until she was informed about the killing of al-Husayn Bin 
'All (4*). That greatly saddened her, and she died soon after. This was 
in 61 H, and she was then approximately ninety years old. She was 
buried in al-Baql'. 



Hafsah Bint 'Umar 

Hafsah (tj|«) was the daughter of 'Umar Bin a-Khattab Bin 
Nufayl (4fe) from the Quraysh. Her mother was Zaynab Bint Maz'un, 



! Recorded by Muslim, al-BayhaqT, and Ahmad. 
2 Recorded by Muslim, al-BayhaqT, and others. 
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After Khunays's death, 'Umar offered Hafsah to Abu Bakr and 
'Uthman, but they both declined marrying her. This upset 'Umar, but 
the Prophet (S) consoled him saying: 
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<One who Is better than ' 
Hafsah, and 'Utlirniii will ma 
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lied in approximately 41 H in al-MadTru 



Recorded by al-Bukhan and Ibn Sa'd from Ibn "Ulnar ( ! :|fc)- 
Recorded by Abo Dawikl. an-NasaT. and others, from 'Umar and Ibi 
'Umar (t^..), Verified to be authentic by Shu'ayb al-Arnaut (oivtiru A'lcim in 
Nubalct 2:228). 



Zaynab Bint Jahsh Bin Rayab (b#A) was the daughter of Umaymah 
Bint 'Abel ul-Muttalib Bin Hashim, the Prophet's (#) paternal aunt. 
She was born approximately 20 years before the beginning of the 
Prophet's OH) mission. 

She embraced Islam in Makkah early during the mission of the 
Prophet (.H), and was married to Zayd Bin Harithah, the mawla (freed 
slave) of Allah's Messenger (Hi). Their marriage was not successful 
and it ended with divorce. Immediately after, Allah's command came 
for the Prophet (ii») to marry her. ' 

She used to boast about that and say; 

"It is your parents who gave you in marriage; but as for 
me, Allah gave me in marriage from above His 
Throne." 2 



She was righteous, generous, and charitable, The Prop 
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'A'ishah said: 

"All of them (the Mothers of the Believers) used to 
compete in being charitable, but Zaynab excelled 
because she used to work (to earn money) and then give 
it in charity." 4 

Tims, it is more correct to say that this hadith applied to her. 



i Al-Ahzab 33:37. 

2 Recorded by al-Bukharl and others. 

3 Recorded by al-Bukharl and Muslim from 'A'ishah. 

4 Recorded by Muslim. 



>ed her saying: 

"She was the one who rivaled me in status with Allah's 
Messenger (0), I have not seen a more righteous 
woman than Zaynab, nor one with more taqwa of Allah, 
more truthful speech, more kindness to her relatives, 
more benevolence, and more dedication in the work that 
she did for charity . . . except for a hot temper that she 
had, but quickly restrained. May Allah be pleased with 
her." ' 

The above hadith indicates that Zaynab died before Sawdah. She 
died m 20 IT, and *Umar (4k) prayed over her. She was buried in ah 
Baqf. 
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1 Recorded by Muslim and Ahmad. 

2 This is recorded by Muslim and others from Ibn Abbas {vie 
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Juwayriyah Bint al-Harith Bin Abi Dirar, the chief of 
his people, and I have been touched by affliction as you 
are well aware. I have been allotted to Thabit Bin Qays 
Bin ash-Shammas (or a cousin of his). I have made a 
contract with him to pay myself off, and came seeking 
your help in that.' He said, «?dUi ^ J> d) J,|i» <WouId 
you like to consider a better deal?> She asked, 'What 
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She died during the rule -A \.*-. :,.ci; 
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Recorded by Ahmad and Ibn Hisham. Verified to be authentic by Shu'ayb al- 
Arnaut (Sivani A' lam in-Nubala 2:262). 



Recorded by Ahmad and at-Tirmithl. Verified to be authentic by Shu'avl 

Ania'ut (Siyant A' lam in-Nubala 2:233). 
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Maymunah Bint al-Harith 

Maymunah Bint ul-Harith Bin Hazn al-Hilaliyyah Q^b) was the sister 

of Umm al-Fadl, the wife of al-' Abbas. Thus, she was the aunt of 
KMlid Bin al-Walld and Ibn 'Abbas 0#T. 

Before Islam, she was married to Mas ud Bin 'Amr ath-Thaqafl 

who later divorced her. She then married Abu Ruhm Bin 'Abd il~ 
TJzza. After Abu Ruhm died, the Prophet (S) married her in Thul- 
qddah of 7 H, right after he (S) had completed his 'Umrah, 

She was a very noble woman, 'A'ishah described her saying: 

"By Allah, Maymunah is now gone. Indeed, she surely 
was the most righteous among us, and the kindest 
toward her relatives." ' 

She died approximately in 50 Ft, and was buried in Sanf, which is 
the same Makkan suburb where the Prophet (S) married her. 



The following table summarizes some important dates concerning the 
Mothers of the Believers. "Marriage" refers to the year that they got 
married to the Prophet (S), It should be noted that many of the 
following dates are approximate, and the historians considerably differ 
over some of them. For example, some historians say that Sawdah died 
in 5 H; others say that she died near the end of 'Umar's khilafah. We 
list below the dates that appeared most correct to us. 
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MIrlyah the Coptic 

Mariyah Bint Sham'un (fcife) was one of the Prophet's (§i) female 
slaves. Al-Muqawqas, who was the king of Alexandria and Egypt, sent 
her to him as a gift in 7 H. 

She was a Coptic Egyptian of fair complexion. She embraced Islam 
when she reached al-Madlnah. The Prophet (0) veiled her like his 
other wives, and she gave birth to his son Ibrahim in 8 H. This earned 
her freedom. Ibrahim died when he was two years old. 

She died in al-Madlnah in 16 H, during the khilafah of 'LJmar (4k>), 
and was buried in al-Baql'. 



1 Recorded by al-Hakim and Ibn Sad. Verified to be hasan by Shu'ayb al- 
Arnaut (Siyaru A' lam in-Nubala 2:244). 
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married but did not 



Al-'Aliyah from the tribe of Bakr Bin Kilab 

Asma Bint Ka'b al-Jawniyyah 

Umm Sharik from al-Ansar 

Sana Bint Asma Bin as-Salt as-Sulamiyyah 

Fatimah al-Kilabiyyah 

Asma Bint an-Nu'man al-Kindiyyah 

As for the second one, 'A'ishah (tife) reported that when al- 
Jawniyyah was admitted to the Prophet's (S) presence and he 
approached her she said, "A'uthu billahi mink — 1 ask Allah to protect 
me from you," Fie immediately divorced her saying: 



Introduction 



The life of the Prophet (0) with his wives is amazing indeed. It: 
reflects an astounding combination of human nature with prophethood 
— the human nature taken to sublime levels of comoassiou and 
forgiveness, and the prophethood niamfnium" ii , se.^mrv'/ i„.i<K, ,j u 
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<lncleecl, you have sought protection from the Great 

One: Go to your family, > ! 

iorac reports indicate that she regretted this for the rest of her life. 
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Text of the hadith 



Recorded by al-Bukharl. Ibn Majah, and others. 



'A'ishah (e§e) reported that Allah's Messenger's (||l) wives were two 
teams; one team included 'A'ishah, Hafsah, Safiyyah, and Sawdah, 
and the other team included umm Salamah and the rest of Allah's 
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So Umm Salamah's "team" asked her to talk to him and ask him 

to tell the people to give their presents regardless of which house of 
his wive's he would be at. When it was her turn with the Prophet (-Hi), 
Urnm Salamah told him that, but he did not give any response. When 
she told her "team" about this, they asked her to talk to him again. So 
she spoke to him when it was her next turn, and he still did not give 
any response. Her "team" told her, "Keep talking to him until he gives 
you a response." On her next turn, she again brought that up with him. 
He (0) said: 



revelation did not come to me while I was under any 
woman's covers except 'A'ishah 's.> 



Umm Salamah said, "1 repent to Allah from doing anything that would 
hurt you, O Allah's Messenger." 

Umm Salamah's "team" then asked Fatimah (Y|Y), Allah's 
Messenger's (III) daughter, to intervene on their behalf. She went to 
him and said, "Your wives are asking you for justice in regard to the 
daughter of Abu Bakr." He said, <ewi U u-uA A ,Lj., ; l» <0 my 
daughter! Do you not love what I Iove?> She replied, "Yes!" He 
pointed to 'A'ishah and said, « . * Y* l<r »>li» <So love this one.> She went 
back to them and informed them of what happened. They said, "We do 
not see that you were of any help to us." They wanted her to go again 
to him, but she refused saying, "By Allah, I will never speak to him. 
again in her regard." 

Finally, they sent Zaynab Bint Jahsh, Raging with anger, Zaynab 
stormed into 'A'ishah' s house, where the Prophet (0) was. She raised 
her voice saying, "O Allah's Messenger! Indeed, your wives demand 

1 They were: Umm Salamah, Zaynab Bint Jahsh, Umm Hablbah, Juwayriyah, and 
Maymunah. As for Zaynab Bint Khuzaymah (AAA she died before Allah's 
Messenger (Al) married Umm Salamah (see Path ul-Ban 5:258). 



'A'ishah remained silent, waiting '.■„ tY ■" '^v , <-, < V ) - t „ , ,., v ,-,, , / 
respond. Finally, he said, ((.^^li^jj, <Go ahead — - defend 
yourself! > 

'A'ishah then responded with full force — leaving Zaynab totally 
speechless, J'Until I saw the saliva dry in her mouth -~ unable to 
respond," 'A'ishah said. 

The Prophet (S) was pleased with that. He looked at 'A'ishah 
approvingly and said, « . /A J, cw Wpl» <Indeed, she is Abu Bakr's 
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.'his is a combined narration recorded by aI-F3i:khan. Muslim, and others. 
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TEXT OF THE HADITH 

'A'ishah (^k>) reported that Allah's Messenger (S) used to visit all 
of his wives after 'asr prayer, spending a short time closely chatting 
with each one of them. He (H) liked honey and sweets. Once a 
woman from among the relatives of Zaynab Bint Jahsh (t|&) gave 
Znyrsab 'i pr of hon^y ;y, a pmsr-nf p o she would offer llu. hon. / >q 
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1 See al-Maidah 5:89. 

2 At-Tahnm 66:1-2. 

3 Ai-Lihrini 66:2. 

4 The above is a combined in 
.Bukttan. Muslim, and oihers. 
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books of tafsir and Hadith: 



The two wives were 'A'ishah and Hafsah; the thing that the 
Prophet (S) prohibited was eating honey at Zaynab's; the secret 
that he confided to 'A'ishah was his oath of prohibiting the honey 
upon himself; 'A'ishah exposed his secret to Hafsah. This opinion 
is the strongest, and is the one presented above. It is supported by 
the reports of al-Bukharl, Muslim, and others, and is further 
supported by 'Umar's statement to Ibn 'Abbas in the next section. 
There are other (weaker) reports, similar to the above one, 
specifying the wife who had the honey as Sawdah or Umm 
Sal amah. ' 



2. The wives were three; 'A'ishah, Sawdah, and Safiyyah; the thing 
that the Prophet (Hi) prohibited was eating honey at Hafsah's. 
When the Prophet (H) prohibited the honey upon himself, Sawdah 
sympathized with him and said, "Subhan Allah (exalted is Allah)! 
By Allah we have denied him (of the honey)." But 'A'ishah (tagfe) 
hushed her, "Be quiet!" 2 , Some scholars hold the opinion that the 
narrators have mixed the names of the Mothers of the Believers. 
Others, such as Ibn Kathlr, see nothing wrong in assuming that 
both incidents (this and the above one) have truly occurred, but 
only one of them (the above one) was the cause for revealing the 
ay at. 

3. The two wives were 'A'ishah and Hafsah; the thing that the 
Prophet (#) prohibited was approaching Mariyah; the secret that 
he confided to Hafsah was his oath of prohibiting Mariyah upon 
himself; Hafsah exposed his secret to 'A'ishah. 

Abu Hurayrah, Ibn 'Umar, Ibn 'Abbas, and Anas (4») reported 
that Allah's Messenger (is) once had intercourse with his 
concubine Mariyah (i;#=) the mother of his son Ibrahim in the 
house of Hafsah. Hafsah saw them in her house and was upset. She 



1 Recorded by at-Tabarani, Ibn Sa'd, and others. 

2 Recorded by ai-Bukharl (the Book of Divorce). 
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i.iaisali not to icll anyone about it, but she told 'A'ishah. ' 

This could be another authentic cause for the revelation of the 
above ay at. 

4, Except for one difference, this is similar to the previou, „ , ,. 
order to please Hafsah, the Prophet (§!) told her thai 1 . „ u 
will follow AbO Bakr as his successor, and asked her 10 I < < ., iin 
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by Ibn Kathlr (in his Tafsir). 



Hafsah 



'A'ishah & 
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The Prophet Deserts His wives for one iviontn 

Ibn 'Abbas (kk) reported that for a whole year lie wanted to ask 'Umar 
Bin al-Khattab (Aw) about an ayah, but could not do that because of 
the feeling of awe that he had toward him. At one point. 'Umar went 
out for Hqjj, and he accompanied him. Along their return trip, they 
stooped for rest. 'Umar went toward some ardk '' bushes for a need of 
his, and Ibn 'Abbas waited for him with a pitcher of water. Alter he 
finished and came back, Ibn 'Abbas poured water for 'Umar, and he 
performed wiidu . Then he walked with him and said, "O Commander 
of the Believers! Who were the two of Allah's Messenger's (rfw) wives 



who cooperated againsi mm.' " < 



le replied, "They were Hafsah ana 
'A'ishah. That was because of the secret that he entrusted to Hafsah 
and she disclosed to 'A'ishah, which resulted in his anger and decision 

to desert them until Allah admonished huuT 

Ibn 'Abbas said, "By Allah, I have wanted to ask you about this 
for a whole year, but could not because of my feeling of respect 
toward you." 'Umar said, "Do not do that. If you expect that I have 
knowledge about a matter, ask me. If I know, I will tell you," Then 
'Umar (4k) told him the following: 

"By Allah, during the time of Jdhiliyyah, we did not 
give any importance to women, until Allah revealed in 



A desert tree from which the nuswdks are made. 

He is referring to what is mentioned in Sural ut-Tahrim (66: 1 W). 



we found that the Ansar's women overcame them. So 
our women started learning some of the manners of the 
Ansdr's women. 

One day I was doing something, and my wife 
argued with me and suggested, 'Why don't you do such 
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a.-,ix uic wiiawvei you wish, wad uo not be misled bv 
your co-wife who is prettier than you and more beloved 
by Allah's Messenger (kA) l .' 

Then I left and went to Umm Salamah, io whom 1 
am closely related, and spoke similarly to her. She 
replied, T am amazed at you, O Son of al-Khattab! 
You want to interfere in everything — even between 



He refers to 'A'ishah (AT). 



my anger, ana i ieit, 

TJmar (4b) continued: 

"My house was among the dwellings of the tribe of 
Umayyah Bin Zayd in the district of al-'AwalT (al- 
MadTnah's heights). I had a neighbor from that tribe of 
al-Ansar. We used to take turns going to the 
Prophet (.H) — He would go one day and I the other 
day. When 1 went, I would tell him of what happened 
on that day, of revelations or other things; and when he 
went, he would do the same, 

There were rumors at that time that the Ghassan ' 
tribe was preparing their horses to attack us, and our 
breasts were filled with anxiety because of this. My 
neighbor went on the day that was his turn. In the 
evening, he came pounding hard on our door, yelling, 
is he there?' I was terrified, and rushed out to him. He 
said, "A very grave incident took place today! 1 I asked, 
'What is it'? Has the Ghassan attacked us'?' He replied, 
'No, it is even more grave and horrible. The 
Prophet (rSi) divorced his wives!* I said, 'Hafsah and 
'A'ishah are then truly lost and ruined! I was expecting 
this to happen sooner or later.' 

In the morning, I wrapped myself in my garments 
and went to pray the fa jr prayer with the Prophet (/#). 
After the prayer, the Prophet (iffs) entered into a room 
that he had above the Mas/id's level, with a (steep) stair 
made from a palm tree's trunk leading up to it. He 
stayed there in seclusion. 

1 went out (into the Masjid) and walked toward the 

!. A large Arabian tribe who mostly embraced Christianity and was supported 
the Romans. 
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and thought to myself, Today, I will find the truth in 
this regard.' 

This happened prior to the command of hijab that 
came to the Prophet's wives . Feeling overwhelmed by 
emotion, f went to 'A'ishah 's house and said 'O 
daughter of Aba Bakr! Has your position reached to that 
you would hurt Allah's Messenger (0)?' She replied, 
'What have you to do with me, O son of al-Khaf f tib' 
Go deal with your own shame (i.e., your daughter) 7 ! 
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back saying, i spoke to him and mentioned your 
request, but he remained silent,' As I started moving 
away, the youth called me and said, 'The Prophet (H») 
has given you permission to enter,' 

I entered into the Prophet's (#) presence and found 
him lying on a straw mat — the straws leaving marks 
on his side. He was reclining on a leather pillow filled 



«Perhaps his Lord, If he divorced you (all), would 
substitute for him wives better than you 
submitting (to Allah), believing, devoutly obedient (to 
Allah), repentant (o Allah), worshipping (Allah), and 
migrating (for Allah's cause) — non-virgins and 
virgins.» ' 
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Al-'f'ahnm 66:5 



mercy upon you, you would have followed Satan 
except for a few (among you).» ' 

And I was the one who was able to draw that correct 
answer. 

Still standing, I tried to cheer the Prophet (#), 'O 
Allah's Messenger! You should see how we, the 
Quraysh people, used to overcome our women. But 
when we came to al-Madlnah we found a people whose 
women overcame them. So our women started learning 
from their women. One day I became angry with my 
wife, and she started arguing with me. 1 disapproved of 
that. Her response was that, by Allah, the Prophet's (S) 
wives surely argue with him, and would sometimes 
desert him a whole day until the evening! I then went 
and said to them, "Anyone of you who does that is 
indeed a ruined loser! How can any of you have 
security from Allah's wrath when she disturbs His 
Messenger? That could surely bring her destruction.'" 
The Prophet (S) smiled showing his teeth — and his 
smile was among the best of the people's. Then I said, 
'O Allah's Messenger! You should have seen me when 
1 went to Hafsah and said, "Do not be conceited 
because of your co-wife who is prettier and more 
beloved to the Prophet (S)." ' The Prophet (M) smiled 
a second time. 

When I saw that, I sought his permission to sit and 
continue talking to him. He said, « . r «; » <Yes!> 1 sat 
down and raised my eyes examining the contents of his 
dwelling. I only saw three half-tinted pieces of leather, 
and a handful of barley in a corner. I cried, and he 
asked me, «vlkU w l L JX U» <0 Son of al-Khattab! 
What makes you cry?> I said, 'How can I not cry 
when 1 see this mat leaving marks on your side, and 
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.n W l.';^,o/Mir,i ( .,,. Jl: ; C M,. h m,g -J y.,,,, UtllltUih> 
for the Persians and Romans have indeed been given 
ease of Jiving and have been given the possessions of 
the worldly life, even though they do not worshio 

Allah.' 

The Prophet (S) sat up from his recline and said: 
« . UoJI ;U.| j ^U ( ^J cJli J } )>Uc ^ 



(a 
T 
so 

1 S l r i 1 1 • i , \ i , , , , , 

H.lt I < . ' ( N ,' 

an* i ,i, , k, ,,,,, / ,, 

the > In ' , | j, « | /.« , , 

(eb ,'-•) ii, ) i .' ,/ /, | ,, , 

W1, ' l ' ) ' ' ' ' ■'- -OL!.xiu. to lilt UUlik. 






Thus, Allah's Messenger (0) abandoned his wives 
and remained in his seclusion for twenty-nine nights, fie 
had vowed to desert them for a hill month, "saying, 
« • Ui J»U U U»» <I will not approach them for a full 
montfi.> I asked him about that, 'O Allah's Messenger. 
you remained in the loft only for twenty-nine nieht* ' 
He replied, « . L^ mA ^ 1^ . jSL ^\ a i „ <A month can 
be twenty-nine days,>" ' 



! An-Nisd 4:83. 



2 This is a combined report recorded by al-Bukhan. Muslim. 



and others. 
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another incident that led the Prophet (S) to desert his wives for a full 

month. 

Thus it should be understood that 'Umar («=&>) mentioned two 
different incidents, ' He intertwined them because they had something 
in common: they both represented misbehavior by the Prophet's (.#) 
wives toward him, and both resulted in revelations defending the 
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1 See Fath ul-Qadir by ash-Shawkanl. 

2 This expression is not always meant literally, but is often used to express a 
mere threat for misbehavior. 



So Abu Bakr jumped at 'A'ishah to beat her, and 'Umar jumped 
at riafsan, both or them saying, "How dare you ask Allah' « Messenger 
for that which he cannot afford?" Thr-y r Pp |i Pfi> - By Mm ^ ^ ^ ^ 

' ^ ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ■"" ,|at he cannot afford," 
' f ] f ' ! "' ! » wives for a month (or 
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unui yinj. (ttiiisuji wnn your parent? 



Al-Ahzab 33:28 29. 



the above two ayat. She said: 

"Do I need to consult my parents in regard to you, O 
Allah's Messenger!? I surely choose Allah, His 
Messenger, and the home of the Hereafter. I further 
request you not to tell any of your other wives about 
what I just said." 

He replied: 

« . \j^ m ,m LJyw» u Ai*f r>5Jj < LujtL^ ~ij Uij>«« 

<No woman among them would ask me but 1 will tell 
her. Indeed, Allah did not send me as one who 
makes things hard for himself or others. Bather, He 
sent me as a teacher who facilitates things.> 

All of the other wives made the same choice as 'A'ishah (Afe), and 
that pleased Allah's Messenger (M). ' 



1 Recorded by al-Bukhari. Muslim, and others. 



Chatting with One's Spouse 

The following hadith is the outcome of a chatting that took place 
between the Prophet (®) and his wife 'A'ishah (^). It is a good 
example of the private discussions that take place between a man and 
his wife. It tells about eleven women who got together, each of them 
briefly describing her husband's character to the other women. 

Most reports of this hadith present the story of the eleven women 
as being narrated by 'A'ishah (^) and not by the Prophet (S). 
However, some reports explicitly indicate that it was the Prophet (S) 
who told it to her '. 

Also, some scholars hold the position that the whole story j s 
fictitious and was mentioned for the sake of the lessons that it carries, 
Others hold the more correct position that it is a true story that did 
take place during the time of JdhiUyyah. This is explicitly mentioned 
in some of the reports, such as the one presented below. 

'A'ishah (t#y) reported that Allah's Messenger (S) said to her: 

<0 'A'ishah! I am to you like Abu Zar' was to 
Uram Zar\> 2 

She inquired, "And who is Umm Zar', O Allah's Messenger'/" He 
replied: 



1 See the discussion in ruth nl-Hdn no. 5189, 

2 Recorded by al-Bukhan, Muslim, and others. 



141 



It is clear that those women were not Muslim, and it is therefore 
not surprising that they would violate some of the well-known 

teachings of Islam, such as backbiting their husbands. Yet, their 
discussions bring to light many qualities that women like or dislike in 
their husbands. 
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is as worthless ana miserly as a oony eanici 
hence of trivial value. Furthermore, he e 
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t nus, ne is 
little meat, hence of trivial value. Furthermore, he is haughty, 
unfriendly, and unapproachable, as though he is located at the top ol 
a rough mountain. No one would he interested in going to him, nor 
bringing him for any kind of benefit, 
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The fourth woman described her husband as being very greedy, He 
eats and drink, to the last bit, everything in front of him. He sleeps like 
a log, without caring about her, fulfilling his marital duty toward her, 
or investigating her situation and checking about her health: 

/dcS\ k^jj^ jlj <LiJ "JS\ u! urtJt)" -i~y ^JLS» 

«" .^ji f ^j .Lisji y^ % .tin! ^i^i jij 

<Tfae fourth woman said, "As for my husband, when 
he eats tie encompasses (i.e., devours everything); 
when he drinks he finishes even the last drops; and 
when he sleeps he colls up in the covers (i.e., not 
caring about me). He does not extend his palm, to 
Investigate the grief (i.e., he does not have any 
concern about my situations of illness, sorrow, and 
so on)."> 

Helplessness, Stupidity, and Abuse 

The fifth woman's husband lacks all of the important qualities that 
would make a woman, admire her husband: 

, 1 1 i ij * 1 .3 Jj ^ » U 1*1? '. '<■ Lj Lit ij^j'j " : *- *•» Li I c-i li » 

<The fifth woman said, "My husband is extremely 
helpless (i.e., incapable and Impotent) and stupid. 

Every disease applies to him, He would either cut 
your head, break one of your limbs, or do both to 
you (i.e., he hits the women without mercy)."> 

He is helpless in conducting his and his family's affairs, impotent 
and unable to please his wife, and stupid. All of the people's defects 
are combined in him. And, as though that is not enough, he is very 
abusive towards his wife. He hits her without mercy, breaking her 



Commendable Qualities 

The next five women had good things to say about their husbands. 

Kindness, Security, and Caring 

The sixth woman's husband is like a cool night breeze: 

<The sixth woman said, "As for , / ■ 
like the night of Tihamah (I " ■ 
suburbs) — neither hot nor cold. T . 
there Is neither fear eor boredom."> 

He is kind and moderate in his actions, and his cc •-, • , ■ 
bring fear or boredom. Rather, it gives her a feeling . - - 
friendliness. 

Love, Generosity, and Courage 

The seventh woman's husband is well mannered and loving at home, 
and courageous and powerful outside his home: 

' ^ £j> 'o\j ''M* J^i! cTT"Jj" :i*fLJI cJLl» 
« " . b-fLt Lie JUJ bi j 

<The seventh woman said, "As for my husband, 
when he enters, he acts like a (sleepy) leopard; and 
when he leaves, he acts like a lion. He does not ask 
about what he entrusted."> 

Within the house, he is like a leopard: quiet, sleepy (i.e., forgiving). 



Good Reputation, Respect, and Kindness 

The eighth woman's husband is very kind to her. At the same time, h 
is strong and assertive with other people: 
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EALTH, GENEROSITY, AND OTHER DISTINGUISHED QUALITIES 

The tenth woman's husband has many excellent Qualities th 
beyond description: 
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<The eighth woman said, "As for my husband, his 
touch Is like that of a rabbit, and his odor Is like 

he overcomes the other peopie."> 
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With other people, he has a good reputation (anothei 
the good odor), and his kindness and good attitude with ii 
prevent him from being powerful and victorious with the 
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<The ninth woman said, "As for my husband, he has 
high house-pillars, long sword-suspenders, and large 

amounts of ashes. His house Is near the clubhouse ."> 

The high house-pillars are an indication of his noble descent and 



"i ','(■(.< i r I- 



'U ll! 



1 



Abu Zar* took Umm Zar from a life of poverty and hard work to a 
life of wealth and leisure; 
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<The eleventh said, "My husband was Abii Zar (i.e., 
the one with vegetation) — and what would you 
know about Abu Zar'! He made my ears heavy with 
jewelry, filled my upper arms with flesh (i.e., feci me 
well after my previous state of hunger), and honored 
me until my soul was gratified, He took me from 
among a people with very few sheep and tight living, 
and placed me among a people who had horses, 
camels, cows (that step on the grains to peel them), 
and sieves (for sifting the grains). In his house, I 
spoke without being rebuffed, slept until late- 
morning, and drank my fill."> 



Abu Zaft's Mother 

Abu Zar"s mother was a wealthy woman with ample provisions and 
many servants. This carries an additional praise for her son, because 
he made sure that his mother's needs were well met, and her living 
was no less than his: 

" . J-L«i I4LJJ <^ij i^s^ ^£jj s j \ 1 Uj «£jj ^1 ( »r 

<(She continued,) "Abu Zar's mother — and what 
would you know about Abu Zar's mother! Her 



Abu Zait's Son 



Despite his father's -wealth, Abu Zar"s s 



son was not a spoiled young 



man. To the contrary, he was lean, content, ate moderately, and 
ever alert, even while sleeping: 
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Abu Zar"s Daughter 

Abu Zar's daughter was 1 ,, ;. < ,i.,,. ,, ,, , 
parents, beautiful, and atti •• < n >,..,,:,, 

envy to her co-wife: 

' ^' £>-> ' L ^ j l> "t- J ^ u » n J --" 

<(She continued,) "Abii Zar's daughter — and what 
would you know about Abii Zar'\s daughter! She 
was obedient to her father and obedient to her 
rnother. She filled her garments (i.e., her body was 
full). She caused her upper garment to curve (her 
body was well-proportioned). She was the grace of 
her family, and the cause of envy to her co-wife."> 
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<(She continued,) "Abu 
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like a bird's nest (i.e., she was clean), '% 



Unitn Zad's second husband was also wealthy 
But her heart remained with her first husband: 
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Adah uz-Zifafi fis-Sunnat il-Mutahharah (The Etiquettes of Wedding 
According to the Purified Sunnah), New Edition, Muhammad Nasir ud- 
Dln al-Albanl, al-Maktabat ul-Islamiyyah, Amman, 1414 (1994). 

Ahkam uz-Zawaji fi Daw il-Kitabi was -Sunnah (Marriage Regalations 

in Light of the Book and Sunnah), 'Umar Sulayman al-Ashqar, Dar 
un-Nafais, Amman, 1418 (1997), 

Al-Hayat uz-Zawjiyyat us-Sa 'i"h L ~ii' > " >i - ''> >, T< > 

Marriage in the Light of i / ., ,<, i ,,,<., i ,, , 

Furqan , Amman , 1 4 1 ( 1 990) . 
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Huquq ul-Marat il-Muslimah fil-Qurclni was-Sunnah (The Rights of 

the MuslimWoman in the Quran and Sunnah), Muhammad Furayjah, 
al-Maktab ul-Islaml, Beirut, 1416 (1996). 



1 Recorded by at-Tabaranl. 
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Huquq uz-Zawjayn (TT • i,'Ts T i4 ' -•> Spouses), Abu al-A)a al~ 
Mawdudi, ad-Da! us-Saudiyyah, Jeddah. 1405 (1985). 

Irwa ul-Ghalili fi Takhrlji AhadTthi Mancir is-Sabil (Quenching the 
Thirst in Researching the HadTths of Mancir us-Sabil), Muhammad 
Nasir ud-DTn al-Albanl, al-Maktab ul-IslamT, Beirut, 1405 (1.985), 



Lin-Nisai faqat, az-Zawjat us-Salihah (For Women Only: the 
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Rawdai ul-MuhibbTn wa-Nuzhai ul-Mnshlaquu Ibn Qayyini 
Jawzivvah, Da! ul-Kutub al-'Ilmiyyah, Beirut, 141.5 (1995). 
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Xhddhh is-Sahihah (The Series of Authentic hadTlhs), 
to 6, Muhammad Nasir ud-DIn al-Albam, Maktabat ul- 



Maaril, Kiyacm, 1413 10 14 1/ 



)5 to 1996), 



Tuhfat ul-' Arils (The Gift to the Brides). Mahmud Mahdi Istanbul!, al- 
Maktab ul-Islam'i. Beirut, 1407 (1986), 

Usui ul-Mu'dsharat iz/Zawjiyyah (Fundamentals of the Marital 

a i o 



itionshio), Muhammad Kan an, Dar ih-tiasiiair, Beirut 
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Zdd ul-Maad Fi Hadvi Khaxr i.1 -'I bad (Provision for the Hereafter 
from the Guidance of the Best of People), Ibn Qayyim il-Jawziyyah, 
Mu'assasat ur-Rayyan, Beirut, 1418 (1998), 



A number of Arabic terms are frequently used in Islamic discussions, 
and seem to constitute a basic vocabulary that needs to be available to 
the readers of most books on Islam. We attempt to provide such terms, 
together with their definitions, in the following "Glossary" section. 
Other terms pertinent to the current book are included in the "Index" 
section, together with a page-reference indicating where they are 
defined in this book. 



A: Glossary of Common Terms 



1 



Term 
Al-Fatihai 



A mTn 



Ansar 

Alhan 
Ayah 

Ayat 
Bid ah 



Da wafi 
Dm 

Dinar 



Definition 



replication," 

"The Supporters": •!» . m , , >f al-Madlnah who 

supported the Propii< . < ,p ...<; -he Muhajinln. 



Call to the prayer. 



A Quranic phrase approximately equal to one 
sentence, but sometimes longer or shorter than that; 
plural: ay at. 



Plural of ayah. 



Innovation in tl 



or in acts of 



Call or mission, 



Religion, ft .is usually used in reference to the religion 
of Islam. 

A valuable old currency that was made of gold, 



157 



Du a 
Fajr 



mo 



MiDpliCUUOn, 



Dawn, It usually applies to the first daily obligatory 
prayer, whose time extends from dawn until sunrise. 



Obligation. 

A '■ommnnal obli«aii 



if mnv 1 Muslims iwform i» 
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miunaee io iviah 



;nillSSli;iC. 



' iiclc or riii' i a- ,. n 



Hij rah 



Ijnut 
Ijtihad 



■ >'< ' iccept able. This is usually mentioned w, i 
'"'^y 1 thc degree of authenticity of some rep ». 

i'm-mnMi, It usually refers io migration from Me 1 
io ;il <v|;i<IT)uI, 
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Imam 



ll I MH'ii 



O ', 



JahiHxxa 
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Jtinazuh 
Jam lali 
Jihad 



i( ■ iini 



i) a I'M-,. 
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H III f I ,1 
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Kafir 



" /, 



a a 



Khalifat 



mion 



Khamr 




Makruh 

Mahram 



Mas/id 



Malhhab 



Derives from khalafa, which means "succeeded" or 
"followed". It commonly refers to a Muslim ruler who 
succeeded the Prophet (0) in leading the Muslims. 
Plural: khulafa. 



Alcoholic beverages. 



Successorship. It usually refers to the period of rule of 
a khalifah. 



Disbelief or rejection of faith. 



Speech or sermon. 



Sunset. It is usually applied to the fourth daily 
obligatory prayer, whose time extends from sunset. 
uiinl the red light disappears from the horizon. 



/•.n act that is disapproved in Islam. 

A person who is closely related to another in such a 
way as to permanently prohibit them from marrying 
each other. This relationship results from blood, 
suckling, or marriage ties. A woman's mahrams are: 
her father, grandfather, son, grandson, brother, 
immediate uncle (from the mother's or father's side), 
father in law, son in law, foster son, foster brother, 
r\r. Examples of non-mahrams: cousins (from both 
sides), step brothers, brothers in law, etc. 

A place designated for sujiid. It usually refers to a 
mosque. 

Way or approach. It usually refers to one of the four 
Islamic schools of fiqh established by the Four Imams: 
Abu Hanlfah an-Nu'man Bin Thabit, Malik Bin Anas, 
Muhammad Bin IdrTs ash-Shafi% and Ahmad Bin 
Hanbal — May Allah bestow His mercy on them all. 



/ ■; //,<; 



",i"i i wno made Hijrah iroin Makkali fc 



Mujahid 
Munkar 



Musalla 



Mushrik 



Nafl 

Qadar 

Qiblah 

Ondusf 

Raid all 



'• nkii 

'udnihal, 

I ah ill 
Salaf 

Sal all 






Plural: mnhdjirun or muhajiri) 



in. 



A person who performs jihad. Plural: mujahidun or 
mujdhidin. 



Disapproved; rejected. 



A place designated for saldh. Most commonly, it 
applies to the grounds where the prayers of 'id and 
jandzah are performed. 

See "shirk". 



ixini, voluntary, or s 

/ llah's decree and m 

■m direction of al-K 

• <ol , \ qudusl hadjt 
" 1 in from his L i<i 

1 !i n a lull prayer unit, because it contains only one 
//'/.//' durak rak'dt. 



Ramadan j The month of 

| Islamic lunar calendar. 



The act of bowing in the prayer. It derives ft 
•'ib laka'a which means "bowed down". 



» • lophets companions; singular: sahabl. 



The early righteous pioneers and scholar 
Islam — the sahdbah and their true follov 

The prayer. 



2&#»" 



sanaa 



Shahadah 



( III. ,11 If • I , 



jtiiiie as tstiuu. 



Testimony; it is mostly applied to the testimony of 
Islam: "There is no true deity but Allah, and 
Muhammad is Allah's Messenger." A 1 ,o h , often 
applied to the most truthful form of pli/sn al 
testimony, which is martyrdom in All tl« ( , } cause 
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pi Allah." 



'I'aqlTd 

i aqwii 
Tashfli 



imitation — especially without knowledge. 

bearing Allah and revering him. 

Saying, "Suh/jdn Allah E-ahvd i /Mirth 
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'.indent of the sahdbah. Singular: iabiiin or inhi 
i,, time commentaries and interpretations. 
Saying, "Alidhu Akhar — Allah is the greatest." 
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."i '•( lOniicatioti, 



, ,oon. it. ,., usually applied to the second daily 
obligatory prayer, whose time extends from the si 
crossing the zenith until the time when the shado\ 
are as long as the objects. 



■\lnn 




'Ishcf 



K scholai or learned man; plural: 'ultima, 'Allamah 
is an exaggerated form of 'alim. 



After noon. It is usually applied to the third daily 
obligatory prayer, whose time extends from when the 
shadows are as long as the objects until sunset. 



See "'aba". 



A day of celebration in Islam. There are two annual 
; Yds (al-fitr and cd-Adha) and one weekly 'id (the day 
oi ,'iunti'ah). 



ighi n is usually applied to the fifth and last daily 
'.h!i" nory prayer, whose time extends from the 
■li ij.p' irance of the red light from the horizon until 
ilt ,m« idle of the night (which is half way between 

in i ■ md dawn). 
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